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Full Circle

The opportunity to reconnect with an educator after many years is often a very special 
experience – and the meeting which took place at our hostel at the beginning of the year 
between Mr Lee Hoffmann and Mr Brian Ingpen was indeed a very special one.

Mr Hoffmann, Simon's Town School's new Acting Principal, is a former maritime student 
and the opportunity to reconnect with his (now-retired) Maritime Economics educator, 
Mr Ingpen, brought back a flood of special memories (and a lot of conversation!)

We are most grateful to Mr Ingpen for his continued support of our programme and for 
giving up his time earlier this year to help Gauteng-based Maritime Economics educator, 
Ms Hlomo, prepare for the new academic year.



The Matric results were released in February this year – a month later 
than usual as a result of the pandemic - and our Class of 2020 did us 
proud.  2020 had been a tough year for our matric students, offering 
many challenges as a result of Covid-19 and the manner in which it 
disrupted schooling.

Congratulations to top achiever, Nhlakanipho Khumalo who was 
responsible for 7 of the total 42 distinctions earned by our boarding 
students.  Mr Khumalo is currently doing his first year of Navigation 
Studies at CPUT, thanks to bursary support provided by AMSOL.

We were also proud to announce the 2021 recipients of the C. Sean 
Day Scholarship – from left to right, Sisonke del Fava (Head Boy, 
Simon’s Town School), Luyanda Dlamini and Enkosi Ntame.

Pride and Potential



Starting 
Strong!

Seventeen (17) new maritime boarders joined us this year, drawn from across South Africa, 
including rural communities.  We are delighted that each and every one of our new recruits has 
been awarded a bursary, thanks to industry support!   Also joining us at the start of the academic 
year was AMSOL’s Nomsa Ntentesa, who provided invaluable programme administration and 
supervision support for three months.  

We were immensely proud to have two of our Grade 11 students, Juvandre Williams and Anele 
May, voted in as Vice Chair and Chairman, respectively, of the Simon’s Town School’s 
Representative Council of Learners (RCL).   Both are GBOBA Bursary students.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. 
Phasellus auctor efficitur dui 
et facilisis. Pellentesque 
habitant morbi tristique 
senectus et netus et 
malesuada fames ac turpis 
egestas. Etiam molestie in 
quam ac viverra. 



Faye Kula (Class of 2012) has joined our team as the new Programme 
Administrator in June this year. Not only does the multi-talented Ms 
Kula boast a range of maritime experience – gained both at sea and 
ashore - but she is a talented songwriter who has already recorded 
and released her first single, Wembulalindini (watch the promo video 
on Youtube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAH77sYID2Q! ) 
We are delighted to have her back ‘’home’’ at the STS Lawhill 
Maritime Centre.

Luke Mostert (Class of 2019) has been working at Offshore Maritime 
Services (OMS) since early 2020.  Our sincere thanks to the OMS team 
and in particular, Mr Godfrey Needham, for mentoring him and giving 
him the opportunity to make his mark in the maritime world. Luke is 
pictured with Mr Aubrey Sosibo, Maritime Economics Educator and 
another one of past students (Class of 2012).

Making their Mark



We are enormously proud of our alumnus, Blondie Jobela, who 
obtained her Second Engineers ticket earlier this year.  Blondie – who 
hails from the Eastern Cape - is one of very few African female Marine 
Engineers in the international cruise industry.  She continues to 
inspire us with her many achievements. 

Lutho Thomas (Head Boy, Class of 2019) has also been sailing 
internationally, all thanks to the support of several individuals 
including Captain Phil Wade (GBOBA Bursary Fund/Marine 
Inspirations) as well as his former bursary sponsors, Rialto/Capital 
Land and many others. Our sincere thanks to all those who have made 
it possible for this young man from the Eastern Cape to pursue his 
yachting dreams!  Lutho has plans to ‘pay it forward’ by making it 
possible for more Lawhill students to enter this industry. BZ to him!

Sailing the Med



Namport can be very proud of their student, Lineekela (Lkay) 
Kandjungu who successfully completed his tertiary studies this year 
with an incredible 18 distinctions! Lkay joined his first ship as a deck 
cadet earlier this year and is currently at sea off the coast of Africa.

Congratulations too to Loyiso Jantjies (Class of 2018) on passing his 
SAMSA oral examinations. Loyiso’s maritime studies, both at 
secondary and tertiary, were fully funded by the GBOBA Bursary Fund.

BZ to both these young men and their sponsors and a huge thank you 
to the industry for providing much-needed employment and training 
opportunities.

We look forward to receiving more success stories from our Alumni –
please email details and photos to info@lawhill.org! 

Achieving at Sea



We were most grateful to secure immediate post-matric employment 
and learnership opportunities for a number of our 2020 students.  Our 
sincere thanks to, amongst others, Maersk Line Southern Africa, 
Sturrock Grindrod Maritime, MSC, ONE Shipping Line and DAL. 

A number of our older alumni have also found new roles at FFS, 
Offshore Marine Services, Maersk Line and MSC.  Please keep those 
job offers coming! 

Vuyile Peter (Class of 2020) – pictured left - was amongst those who 
found immediate post-matric employment. He is currently with 
Sturrock Grindrod Maritime in PE/Gqeberha.

In the Workplace



Future Fit, 
Future Next 

Times they are a-changing and we’re determined not to be left behind!   With funds generously 
provided by AMSOL, we were able to upgrade our WIFI network and in doing so, introduce our 
students to the exciting world of coding. We are most grateful to Alison van Staden and Code4Kids 
for giving us a start by sponsoring our Term 2 coding lessons.

Speaking of the future, a sincere thank you to Dr Iraj Abedian for providing his bursary student, 
Siphosethu Libalele (Grade 11) with a personal copy of FUTURE NEXT, delivered soon after their 
Zoom meeting. How lucky we are to have the support of such inspiring and thoughtful sponsors 
and mentors!



Continuing on the coding front, we are delighted that Captains Anne 
Till and Keith Pletscke (Trinity Marine) have agreed to sponsor our 
coding programme for Term 3 and 4.   We also plan to introduce our 
students to basic robotics and drone skills as these are becoming 
increasingly important in the maritime world. 

Equally important is making the most of our ECDIS facility and we are 
most grateful to Captain Kieron Cox (Maretek) for his support in this 
regard, and for including our staff members, Aubrey Sosibo and Faye 
Kula, in the recent Radsim/ECDIS training provided to NSRI.  

Thank you to the Cape Town Sailors Home for funding the purchase of 
new computers for our ECDIS classroom.

Preparing for the Future



Our Grade 12 Nautical Science students also had the opportunity to 
put their theoretical ship navigation and passage planning knowledge 
to the test in a ''real life'' environment via an exercise on the SAMTRA 
Full Bridge Simulator.

Our students had a fantastic learning experience as they completed 
all four stages of a False Bay to Table Bay voyage exercise using 
navigation equipment they had only learnt about in class. They also 
enjoyed being a ‘real’ navigation officer for a day. 

Our sincere thanks to the entire team at SAMTRA for providing this 
valuable learning opportunity, and also for giving our Grade 10 and 11 
students an opportunity to experience the bridge simulation facilities 
too.

SAMTRA Sessions



We were proud to have three of our Grade 12 maritime students –
Sibusiso Ndima (TNPA), Terthu Malumani (Namport) and Jody-terri
Muleshi (GBOBA/Sea Cadets) - participate in the SAIMI Youth Dialogue, 
held in June to mark both Youth Day and the Day of the Seafarer.

The ONLINE dialogue event provided a platform for youth to share 
their views on a sustainable future for seafarers.

You can watch the Dialogue on 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i8qAgV9ta8w

Online Participation 



Our students were also invited to support World Oceans Day (8 June) 
by participating in an exciting live-stream event from a deep water RoV
(remote operated vehicle) off the Phoenix Islands. 

They were among select students from the USA, Cayman Islands and 
South Africa invited to join the live feed. A big thank you to our 
Marine Sciences educator, Mrs Mallum and her students for staying 
up late to join the event at 21h00 ZA time, and to the Schmidt Ocean 
Institute, the Guy Harvey Foundation and Mission Resolve Foundation 
for the invitation.   We are also most grateful to long-time supporter, 
Salvage Master, Captain Nick Sloane for initiating this wonderful 
learning opportunity.  This event followed our participation in an 
outdoor Community Clean Up.  Both events made our students more 
aware of the need to take better care of our planet.

Caring for our Blue Planet



Our sailing and rowing programmes resumed this year, despite the 
many Lockdown challenges and extra precautions required.

We are most grateful to the False Bay Yacht Club (FBYC), the Cape 
Coastal Rowing Club (CCRC) and the GBOBA Bursary Fund, SAMTRA 
and NSRI volunteers who have supported our sailing and rowing 
initiatives. Not only has this support been provided on the water, but 
our maritime mentors and coaches have transported our students to 
and from the hostel in support of our Covid-19 safety protocols.

Also contributing to our ‘’beyond the classroom programmes’’ have 
been those who have made it possible to continue our Learn to Swim 
programme. 

Time In and On the Water



Every year, far too many lives are lost to drowning, an entirely 
preventable health issue which affects the youngest and most 
vulnerable in our society. 

Marine Inspirations’ Phil Wade spearheaded a fundraising drive to 
raise the money needed for a Learn to Swim programme and we are 
most grateful to him, the NSRI’s Sarah Sandman and the GBOBA for 
making this programme possible. 

Special thanks to the NSRI CEO, Dr Cleeve Robertson, for travelling all 
the way to Simon’s Town to do the student medicals free of charge, 
and to the GBOBA and NSRI for the additional support provided for 
PST training.

We plan to continue the swimming lessons later this year and would 
appreciate funding support for this programme. 

Water Safe and Confident



Holiday Hikes 
and Leadership 
Development

We have found a great way to keep our students occupied and safe on those public 
holidays spent under lockdown.

On Human Rights Day, during Level 1 lockdown, we hosted a morning of fun and 
learning with Adventure Works Cape Town and on Easter Monday we stretched legs as 
we headed up the Signal School Steps to the top of the mountain under the watchful 
eye of freelance tour/nature guides from Wander-Ful-Walks, who volunteered their time 
for the day.   A big thank you to all involved and to the staff who gave up their public 
holidays, and sacrificed family time, to be with our students.



Sponsor/Supporter news



Our first visitors for the year were from Meihuizen Shipping 
International (MHI) and it was wonderful spending a few 
hours in our library catching up with MSI founder and 
managing director, Mr Peter Meihuizen and our alumnus, 
Neo Thobela (Class of 2019). It is obvious that Neo's star is 
on the rise and we are most grateful to Mr Meihuizen for the 
mentoring provided to Neo.  

We were also most grateful to MHI for donating copies of the 
National Geographic Magazine to our students.

First visitors



Our maritime focus includes the fishing industry and we 
were delighted to host the Oceana Group and members of 
the World Wildlife Fund (Cape Town) recently.

Together they provided an informative and inspiring talk to 
our Grade 10 and Grade 11 students on the new Oceana
Maritime Academy in Hout Bay, career opportunities (at sea 
and ashore) within Oceana and discussions on sustainable 
fishing and the impact of overfishing, ghost fishing and 
pollution on our fish stocks. Oceana sponsors two maritime 
students and we are most grateful for their support.

Valuable Interactions



A big thank you to all our sponsors who visited our Centre to 
meet their new Grade 10 bursary students in person – and to 
those who met them online via Teams or Zoom.

We are most grateful to Capital Land/Railto’s Ms Stephanie 
Mort and Mr Sipho Evans, Damen's Mr Abdullah Galant and 
Ms Felicity Hove, and Ms Clare Gomes from African Marine 
Solutions for taking the time to visit.

Regular visits were also made by the members of the GBOBA 
Bursary Fund, who continue to provide active mentorship 
support to their students.

Meet and Greet



The GBOBA Bursary Fund began their mentorship 
programme for 2021 by taking their students for a visit to the 
S.A. Naval Museum in Simon’s Town.

All students – both new and existing - were introduced to the 
S.A.T.S General Botha (GB) ethos of “honour and duty’’, 
followed by a guided tour of the GB museum exhibit and 
lunch at the False Bay Yacht Club.

The GBOBA have also been very active in our sailing 
programmes and we are grateful for the many ways in which 
they strengthen and support our programme.

Legacy Lunch and Learning



The S.A.T.S General Botha Association – one of our 
programme’s most loyal supporters - will celebrate its 
Centenary next year and is publishing a special book to mark 
this wonderful milestone. 

Proceeds from the sale of this book go towards the 
Association's Bursary Fund, which provides bursaries for 
those studying for a maritime career.  

The book celebrates a century of honourable duty 
performed with distinction, it salutes the past and 
anticipates the future, revealing the essence of a truly South 
African maritime story. 

The Legend Lives On

This book is published with the aim of 
“Remembering the Past; Celebrating the Present; 

Securing the Future”.  
To order email: cptchairman@generalbotha.co.za or message 082 555 2877



All 57 of our boarders underwent Covid19 PCR testing as they moved 
between home and hostel in the first six months of the year.  We are 
most grateful to all those who made this possible – The TK Foundation
for funding the tests and the Lawhill Maritime Educational Trust 
(LMET) for facilitating the payments.  Thank you too to BioSmart’s Ian 
Wallace and Akhona Ntlebi for facilitating the mass testing at our 
hostel. We also appreciated the help of Dr Steven van der Merwe 
and that of our Hostel Father, Mr Abrie Visser, in this regard. These 
have been testing times indeed and our thoughts are with the Vissers
as they mourn the recent passing of Mrs Visser’s sister.  

Staying on medical matters, our thanks to Dr Eran Shorer and our 
alumnus-turned-medical student, Bokomoso Molale (Class of 2016) for 
their extra lesson mathematics support.

Testing Times



Beyond our 
Borders

We were honoured to share details of our maritime studies programme on several 
online platforms this year, including those focused on growing maritime awareness in 
other parts of Africa.

Thank you to Ms Margareth Galho, organiser of the Luanda Maritime Week online 
conference, for inviting us to speak about maritime skills development at high school 
level on Monday 22 March. We also appreciated the support of Romanian-based 
Professor Cristina Dragomir of the Constanta University and the European Centre for 
Social Responsibility for inviting us to participate in an international poster 
competition focusing on sustainable transport.  



Wellness at 
Sea

Our thanks to the Sailors Society for inviting us to support their 2021 
Wellness at Sea Awareness campaign.  

We encourage all our alumni who are currently serving at sea – and 
their families – to familiarise themselves with the information provided 
by the Society.   (See our website for details  - link below left).

Read more about the 
Wellness at Sea campaign on

https://www.lawhill.org/well
ness-at-sea-message-to-our-
seafarers/?fbclid=IwAR0ThZd
zaRS5nZLEhKDj65r-
Wo5rrks0bdN7lHU10IQiln_Q
tHkK0JIjItk

https://www.lawhill.org/wellness-at-sea-message-to-our-seafarers/?fbclid=IwAR0ThZdzaRS5nZLEhKDj65r-Wo5rrks0bdN7lHU10IQiln_QtHkK0JIjItk


Maritimesa.org

The number of visits to the www.maritimesa.org website continue to 
increase, with the average midyear usage stats for 2021 exceeding 
those of 2020 (see below).

More than 80 new Maritime Economics videos were added to the 
website, which has been ZERO RATED by several cellular providers.  
The zero-rating has given maritime students across South Africa 
(and the rest of the world) free access to textbook content for both 
Maritime Economics and Nautical Science.  Do take a look at the 
www.maritimesa.org website if you have not already done so!

http://www.maritimesa.org/
http://www.maritimesa.org/


C A P E  T O W N ’ S  D O C K L A N D  – B R I A N  I N G P E N

A MARITIME MUST-READ!

This most attractive high-quality documentary takes 
readers from the wooden jetties of yesteryear to 
today’s towering container gantries and the 
Waterfront’s allure. 

Through its evocative text and its carefully-selected 
photographs, you can smell the sea, you can taste the 
salt, you can see the cargoes….

The book features amazing photographs of the 
developments in Dockland over the years, and of 
Dockland activities and personalities. Its design allows 
casual reading for five minutes, although earnest 
readers will be absorbed among its pages for hours. 

Although this book contains personal reflections by 
Brian Ingpen on his nearly seven decades of roaming 
around Dockland, it is an important record of the 
development of the harbour to which Cape Town 
owes its origin and its growth.

Enquiries and orders: brian@capeports.co.za

300 mm x 270 mm
304 pages

Over 800 quality photographs
Case bound & with dust jacket



We welcome your 
feedback…

Email us on info@lawhill.org or connect with us on Facebook and Twitter 
(@LawhillMaritime) – we’d love to hear from you! 
Thank you to all those who make our programme possible – we definitely 
couldn’t do it without you!

mailto:info@lawhill.org

