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Regions 

1. The world has been divided into two regions for the purpose of buoyage.  Which one does 

South Africa fall into? 

2. There are 5 marks (categories) of buoys.  Name them. 

3. Certain colours are reserved for each mark of buoys.  Which are they and for which mark? 

4. How are the colours of the buoys indicated on a chart? 

5. There are five different shapes allocated for buoys.  Name them. 

6. Besides the different shapes and colours of the buoys, they have various shaped top marks.  

What are they? 

7. In addition to top marks, the buoys are usually fitted with lights.  Again certain colours are 

allocated for various marks.  What are the colours and to which marks are they allocated? 

8. Lateral marks 

 a. What is their purpose? 

 b. What types of buoy are used? 

 c. What are their colours and what do the colours signify? 

 d. What is the general direction of buoyage? 

 e. How are the buoys coloured to indicate the preferred channel is 

  i. To starboard; 

  ii. To port. 

 f. How are the buoys lit? 

 g. What top marks do they carry? 

9. Cardinal marks 

 a. What is their purpose? 

 b. What types of buoy are used? 

 c. What top marks are used and how are they arranged to indicate the various cardinal 

  points? 

 d. What colours are used and how are they arranged to indicate the four cardinal  

  directions? 

 e. What lights are used and how do they indicate the four cardinal points? 

10. Isolate danger marks 

 a. What is the purpose of isolated danger marks? 

 b. What types of buoy are used for isolated danger marks? 

 c. What top marks are used? 

 d. What colours are isolated danger marks painted? 

 e. What colours are used with the lights and what is their rhythm?  

 

11. Safe water marks. 

 a. What is the purpose of safe water marks? 

 b. What types of buoy are used for safe water marks? 

 c. What top marks are used? 



 

 

 d. What colours are safe water marks painted? 

 e. What colours are used with the lights and what is their rhythm?  

 

12. Special marks 

 a. What is the purpose and uses of special marks? 

 b. What types of buoy are used for special marks? 

 c. What top marks are used? 

 d. What colours are special marks painted? 

 e. What colours are used with the lights?  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


