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INTRODUCING OUR NEW MARITIME ECONOMICS EDUCATORS …

Simon’s Town School (STS) has appointed Messers Aubrey Sosibo and Steven Naude as our two new Maritime 

Economics educators, effective January 2020. They replace long-standing Maritime Economics educator, Mr 

Brian Ingpen - who helped pioneer school-based maritime education in South Africa 25 years ago and who has 

taught Maritime Economics at STS for the past 23 years - and Professor Dr Captain Ed Snyders, who joined 

STS for 18 months after providing maritime education at tertiary level for more than two decades.

Our sincere appreciation to both Mr Ingpen and Prof Snyders for their contributions.  A special event will be held in 

2020 to celebrate the 25th anniversary of our maritime studies programme and acknowledge the contribution made 

by Mr Ingpen, in particular, to its growth and development.
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Our new maritime ecoonomics educators are both qualified and experienced seafarers 
with a passion for education.

MR AUBREY SOSIBO

Mr A Sosibo, an alumnus of our maritime programme, joined Simon’s Town School in 2010 
as a TNPA bursary holder from Clermont township near Durban.  He soon proved to be a 

star pupil and a born leader and was appointed Head Boy of Simon’s Town School in 
2012.  

After matriculating, he studied Maritime Studies at CPUT and graduated with distinction. In 
April 2017 he received the Dean’s Medal as the top student in the CPUT Engineering 

Faculty. He has since gained significant experience on container ships and more recently, 
on SAMSA-managed vessels. 

Mr Sosibo. who describes himself as a ‘born teacher’, is excited to be granted the 
opportunity to ‘fill the big shoes’ of his predecessors and to give back to the school which 

inspired his passion for matters maritime.

MR STEVE NAUDE

Mr S Naude, gained his sea legs at the beginning of 2015 on chemical/product tankers.  
His passion for teaching was borne at sea when, as part of his duties, he was responsible 

for cadet and crew training.  He is looking forward to his new career challenge and is 
eager to use his past experiences to deliver captivating lessons to our students.

We wish Mr Ingpen and Professor Snyders all the very best as they embark on exciting 
new challenges and hope they will continue to make their mark in maritime education for 

many years to come!
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ANNUAL AWARDS 

EVENING – 2019

In October we celebrated the 

achievements of our maritime students, 

who were honoured in 25 award 

categories.

Our sincere appreciation to all who made 

those achievements possible, as well as 

those who donated prizes and provided 

tertiary bursaries for further study in 

2020, as well as internships. 

Thanks too to our speakers for the 

evening, particularly Guest Speaker Ms 

Mpumi Dweba-Kwetana, the manager of 

the Port of Cape Town.

Our 2020 Awards Evening is planned for 

Thursday 15 October 2020 – be sure to 

diarise the date!
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OUT AND ABOUT

Our maritime students and staff benefitted 

from several ‘beyond the classroom’ 

experiences between July and November 

2019! 

Amongst others, we were involved in   

NSRI/GBOBA holiday camps, sailing, 

swimming and rowing activities, the ESKOM 

Science Expo, various Marine Sciences 

outings including a visit to the abalone farm 

in Gansbaai and the Two Oceans Aquarium,  

a SAIMI ‘Dive In’ Careers event and Forward 

Thinking Conference, an IBIA Bunker 

Training workshop, an AMSOL-sponsored 

Maritime Soccer tournament and a tour of the 

Port of Cape Town (and much, much more…)
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OUT AND ABOUT

In London:  

Thanks to the TK Foundation’s support, Lerato Tsautse and 

Kyla Cloete, two 17 year old Grade 12 maritime students, were 

among the industry ‘movers and shakers’ at this year’s London 

International Shipping Week in September. They also attended 

the Women in Shipping Summit and visited the Maritime 

Museum in Greenwich, amongst others.

In Singapore:

Two of our non-boarding maritime learners, Sandiswa Goba 

(Grade 12) and Cherise Lamb (Grade 10), received sponsorship 

support from SAMSA and Equinor which made it possible for 

them to attend advanced public speaking training in Singapore 

as part of an Africa Future Leaders Hub initiative. Both 

Sandiswa and Cherise have excelled in public speaking with 

Sandiswa winning the prestigious Western Cape Young 

Communicator competition held at the Artscape earlier this year.

In the Drakensberg: 

Thank you to the Maritime Lawyers Association for including two 

of our Grade 12 students, Sandiswa Goba and Lutho Thomas, 

in the annual MLA conference.   We were delighted to be 

presented with a copy of ‘Against All Odds’, Andrew Pike’s 
fascinating book on the Oceanos rescue.
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OUT AND ABOUT

Africa Oil Week (AOW) 2019:

Thanks to SEATRAIN, the Official Sponsor of the 2019 

AOW Student Programme and the UK-based 

organisers of Africa Oil Week (AOW), 13 maritime 

students attended this prestigious international oil and 

gas event to learn more about the offshore and energy 

industries and the career opportunities on offer.  

We were also proud to have had Grade 10 maritime 

student, Sibobo Nyathi, appointed as the official AOW 

Student Ambassador (and attend the event as the 

youngest ever AOW delegate!). 

The students thoroughly enjoyed interacting with 

delegates from across the world, including 

representatives from Equinor, one of our new bursary 

sponsors.
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OUT AND ABOUT

Cape Town Press Club:  

In July, four of our Grade 12 maritime learners attended 

Master Mariner Captain Nicholas "Nick" Sloane’s fascinating 

presentation on the towing of an iceberg to the water-

deprived Western Cape.  A few days later, a group of Grade 

10 students had the honour of returning to the Cape Town 

Press Club, this time to listen to the inspiring life story of Gift 

of the Givers founder,  Dr Imtiaz Sooliman

FIATA World Congress: 

Thank you to FIATA and the South African Freight 

Forwarders Association for inviting a group of Grade 11 

maritime students to attend their recent conference.  Our 

students had a great day networking and learning about the 

latest trends in logistics and the international freight 

forwarding industry.  They were particularly fascinated by 

the impact new technologies - such as drones and robotics -

are having on the logistics sector.   
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OUT AND ABOUT

We are most grateful to Abromowitz Sharp & 

Associates International Yacht Brokers for 

selecting us as their ‘charity of choice’ for the 

Great Optimist fundraising event/race in 

October and to Mr Greg Bertish and the Little 

Optimist team for involving us in their events.

In addition to having our very own Lawhill-

branded Optimist in the race, our students also 

had the opportunity to sail an Optimist and visit 

the Cape Town International Boat Show and 

the Two Oceans Aquarium.

Thank you to all concerned, including those who 

donated money and supported us in the race. 

And thank you to Ms Sharon Thomas and Mr 

Roelf Karelse for accompanying the group.
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

AND LEADERSHIP

Personal Development and Leadership are at 

the heart of our students’ future personal and 

career success and we wish to express our 

sincere thanks to Transnet National Ports 

Authority for sponsoring a high energy, 

interactive Personal Development and 

Leadership Coaching workshop which was 

attended by 20 Grade 10 and 11 students.  We 

have no doubt the lessons learnt will last a 

lifetime!

In addition to the coaching workshop, the students 

also enjoyed a tour of the Port of Cape Town.
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INDUSTRY WORKSHADOW

Thank you once again to the South African maritime industry 

members who gave our students the opportunity to spend time in 

the workplace.

We are most grateful for the incredible response to our call to 

support the annual ‘Work Shadow’ initiative, which gave 40 

Grade 11 maritime students valuable insight into the industry and 

the opportunity to learn more about potential careers - and what 

it takes to make those career aspirations a reality.
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Grade 11 - Work Shadow 2019
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GRADE 12 INDUSTRY

WORKSHADOW

Three of our GBOBA BF Grade 12 students were 

also fortunate to spend a few days at the Oceana

Group in December to experience and learn about 

opportunities in the fishing industry.

On Friday, December 12, representatives from the 

General Botha Old Boys Bursary Fund and the 

students and their families met with Oceana

Group CEO, Mr Imraan Soomra to thank him and 

his team for the opportunity provided.

We thank all concerned for the valuable 

opportunity granted to these students. 

Thank you too to Oceana for their visit to Lawhill 

earlier this term.
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MARINE INSPIRATIONS 

FUNDRAISER

Our sincerest thanks to event organisers 

Captain Phil Wade, Mrs Anne Wade, Ms 

Dorria Watt and Mr Andrew Collins and all 

those who supported the Marine Inspirations 

BBWP fundraiser held at the Royal Cape 

Yacht Club in November.

The proceeds from this event benefit the 

annual Marine Inspirations programme which 

provides our students with practical sail 

training experience and the opportunity to 

travel abroad to experience the international 

superyacht industry.

Please see our Facebook page for more photos from the 
event!
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GOLF DAY 
FUNDRAISERS

Thank you too to all who supported and 

organised the recently-held GBOBA 

Fendercare Golf Day.

We are most grateful to all who donated 

prizes, participated in these golf days and 

gave of their time to support our 

programme.

Thank you too to SAIMENA for its donation 

made following the annual William Froude 

Memorial at the end of November.  The 

donation represents the proceeds of its 

annual golf day, held earlier this year, and 

other events.

More photos on the Lawhill Facebook page!
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INSPIRING VISITS
We were honoured to have one of South Africa's most 

inspirational women, Ms Nolwandle Mboweni (joined 

by her equally inspiring son, Velani) address our 

students on Tuesday 6 August. A former Science 

teacher turned businesswoman, Ms Mboweni is a 

business leader with an impressive track record. Her 

passion for education, mentorship and youth 

development was clearly evident and the words of 

wisdom and inspiration shared will resonate for years 

to come.

Our sincere thanks too to Damen Shipyards Cape 

Town's Ms Eva Maloi (and WISTA South 

Africa member) for her inspiring visit on Monday 12 

August. The five life 'success secrets' shared by Ms 

Maloi were practical, achievable and just what the 

Grade 12s needed to motivate them for their 

September exams.

It was also a pleasure to have Maritime Arbitrator, Mr 

Mark Hamsher, back once again to deliver his annual 

Grade 12 talk on maritime law and related matters. Our 

thanks too to the Hamsher family for the two new 

spinning bikes donated to Lawhill – just what we need 

to give our Argus Cycle Tour training an extra boost!
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INSPIRING VISITS

We were honoured to spend a few hours with Mr David Williams, 

Maersk Line Chief Executive, Africa Region (and Safmarine CEO) 

and Mr Ahmed Hassan (Africa Head of the Liner Operations Centre).

Their visit, which took place a few days before the start of the final 

NSC exams, was just the inspiration our Grade 12s needed to 

prepare them for the last leg of their high school career.

We also thoroughly enjoyed our visit from USA-based leadership 

experts, Jeff and Kristi Janssens.  We thank them for the book 

donated to our library and look forward to a future visit!
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ROWING, SAILING, SWIMMING

Thank you to the Cape Coastal Rowing Club

and False Bay Yacht Club and all concerned 

for a wonderful six months of sailing and 

rowing! 

And a big thanks to Ms Julie Geddes and 

the GBOBA for kick-starting our new ‘water 

confidence’ programme.  The long-term aim 

goal of this new programme is to ensure all 

our students are able to acquire basic 

swimming skills and participate fully in our 

water sports.
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We were delighted to have 

alumnus,  Nomkhita Mbele, 

return to Lawhill to inspire 

our new Grade 10 students.  

Ms Mbele continues to make 

waves in the industry, in 

addition to ‘giving back’ to 

her former school as a 

member of the GBOBA 

Bursary Fund. Thank you Ms 

Mbele for investing in a 

future maritime generation! 

IN BRIEF…
Congratulations to our hostel duty teacher, 

Mr Roelf Karelse, on graduating this year 

with a degree in Business Science and 

Entrepreneurship! Mr Karelse is pictured 

here with Ms Sharon Thomas (left) who 

has provided invaluable administrative 

assistance to Lawhill for the past six 

months. Also pictured is Mr Karelse’s

mentor, Ms Jeanine Ibbotson, who has, via 

the Rotary Club of Newlands, been a huge 

support with regard to ensuring the future 

sustainability of our maritime studies 

programme.

Thank you to SAAB Grintek

Defence for giving our 

alumnus, Bohlale Motsieloa, 

a second year BSc 

Computer Science and 

Computer Engineering 

student at UCT, an 

opportunity to gain five days’ 

work experience. 
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A special word of thanks to our weekend duty 
teachers and galley staff – Mr and Mrs Visser, 
Mr and Mrs Mathieson, Captain Schlemmer, 

Mr Mostert, Ms Thomas, Mr Karelse, Mrs 
Robyn and Mrs Vraagom.  



AND MORE THANK YOU’S …
Our programme continues to benefit from the support of a number of companies and individuals…  Our sincerest thanks to the following 

who have supported us in 2019:

• CHAIRMAN, GOVERNING BODY AND PRINCIPAL OF SIMONS TOWN SCHOOL as well educators Mr Mostert and Mr and Mrs Mathieson who assist 

with hostel duties                       

• SAFMARINE, MAERSK GROUP/FOUNDATION - Major Sponsor since inception – 24 years - for their annual grant and support

• TK FOUNDATION – For ongoing support including the sponsorship of the trip to London International Shipping Week 2019

• TRUSTEES: LAWHILL MARITIME EDUCATIONAL TRUST – For support

• NAMPORT – Grant for building enclosure and Bursaries

• SOUTH AFRICAN MARITIME SAFETY AUTHORITY (SAMSA) – Bursaries and Marine Science support

• TRANSNET NATIONAL PORT AUTHORITY - Bursaries and Video Production

• SOUTH AFRICA MARITIME TRAINING ACADEMY (SAMTRA) – Bursary, Courses, Experiential learning, Sailing training, Rowing support

• AMSOL - Mathematics and Science Support/Mentoring/Bursary sponsorship

• DAY FAMILY – Scholarships

• MARINE INSPIRATIONS – Captain Phil Wade, Mrs Anne Wade, Captain Anthony Just and supporters

• S.A.T.S. GENERAL BOTHA OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION/GBOBA - Mentoring, Bursaries, Sponsorships etc.  Additional thanks to the individual GBOBA 

bursary sponsors and other major contributors to the GBOBA BF, including all the golf day supporters and sponsors

• EQUINOR – Bursaries and Marine Sciences support, as well as Leading Ladies sponsorship

• COMMUNITY PROPERTY COMPANY/CAPLAND - Bursaries

• CIAMARI FAMILY, DAVID ABROMOWITZ AND FRIENDS – Support related to the acquisition of our yacht, Homero and the maintenance and repair 

thereof

• CALULO FOUNDATION – Bursaries

• FALSE BAY YACHT CLUB – Support, sail training and sponsorship

• CAPE COASTAL ROWING CLUB & SIZWE NDLOVU– Rowing equipment, coaching etc 20



• HAMSHER FAMILY & FRIENDS - Various Sponsorships/Cycling and Support

• HOWARD DAVIS FARM TRUST – Marine Sciences Grant – 2017 and 2019

• JOHAN AND KAREN SWART - Birthday Fund Sponsorship – 2015 -2019

• JEWISH MARITIME LEAGUE - Barney Sank Bursaries

• LCL LOGISTICS – Bursary

• LITTLE OPTIMIST – Mr Greg Bertish and the team

• MARETEK/CAPTAIN KIERON COX – Donation of ECDIS software 

• MICA AND MARINA NAUMANN – Project support

• MOLLER FAMILY – Grant

• NSRI – Support/Training Camps

• THE NEWALL family – Grant and prizes

• SAILORS' HOME COMMITTEE – Grant/Special Project support

• SOCIETY FOR MASTER MARINERS (GBOBA BF) - Bursaries, Grant

• SEATRAIN – Africa Oil Week Sponsorship

• SAMTRA - Bursary

• STURROCK GRINDROD MARITIME – Internships

• SUBTECH GROUP – Bursary

• MARINE CREW SERVICES – Bursaries

• MSC – Learnerships

• PAN AFRICAN CAPITAL HOLDINGS - Bursary

• FAMILIES OF CAPTAINS PAUL STAPLES, DAI DAVIES AND ROBERT PABST– Maritime Memorabilia

• SAIMENA – Donation

• SERVEST MARINE - Subsidised Transport support 

• CAPTAIN NICK SLOANE – support

THANK YOU’S CONTINUED 
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• DAMEN – Bursary

• AOW-HYVE Events - Bursary

• PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL LINE – Grant/donation

• ROYAL CAPE YACHT CLUB – Venue donation

• KIRSTENBOSCH ROTARY CLUB – Grant, sponsorship, support 

• ROTARY CLUB OF NEWLANDS – Project grant from the Community and Vocational committees

• MOCS – Medical Consumables donation

• Mrs ELNA DE JAGER for extra mathematics instruction

• Members of the MEDIA - for publicity support

• ALEC SMITH – for pro-bono photography at the 2019 BBWP fundraiser

• SAIMI – Support and Grant Proposal consideration

• DARYL MEYER (IT support) & DORRIA WATT (Event support)

• DAVID BERMAN – Maritime Memorabilia

• CAPTAIN TOM DE GROOT – Donation

• Professor JONATHAN JANSEN for his inspiration and support, AND ….

…. to all each and every person who has supported us in our maritime education journey this year.   

We look forward to celebrating our 25th anniversary with you in 2020!

Season’s greetings and a Happy New Year from all of us! 

THANK YOU’S CONTINUED 
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VIDEO

If you haven’t yet seen the beautifully-produced STS Lawhill 

Maritime Centre video, generously funded by TNPA, do watch it on 

our Lawhill Maritime YouTube channel or click on the link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bbe6z0u_xUM

NOTE:  

Feedback on this newsletter is always most welcome  – please 

email your comments and suggestions to info@lawhill.org

Please do visit our website  

www.lawhill.org

and social media platforms on 

Facebook and Twitter for regular 

news updates  

@lawhillmaritime

December 2019
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