
SIMON’S TOWN SCHOOL’S

LAWHILL MARITIME CENTRE

HIGHLIGHTS
APRIL 2019 – JUNE 2019

1



MARINE INSPIRATIONS – JUNE 19
At the end of June we celebrated the end of yet another successful maritime mentoring 

experience when five of our students returned home after 11 days in Spain with the 

Marine Inspirations team. Our sincere thanks to Captain Phil Wade, Mrs Anne Wade, 

Captain Anthony Just and their many supporters for providing our students with yet 

another incredible maritime learning and mentoring experience. 

Do take a moment to read the daily reports provided by Captain Phil Wade on 

http://www.lawhill.org/marine-inspirations-june-2019-daily-reports/
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MARINE INSPIRATIONS - SPAIN
The June Marine Inspirations trip was a huge success 

thanks to the generosity of the many supporters based 

in Spain, including those who donated generously to 

the BBWP fundraising event in March.  A special thank 

you to Master Yachts, Sturge Taylor, Astilleros

Shipyards, Captain Terry Wilson and Marine 

Inspirations for providing air tickets for this trip.

Master Yachts/Richard Masters deserves a special 

mention, having sponsored the food for the March 

fundraiser as well as providing the special set of 

wheels – see top right - used during the June ‘19 

Marine Inspirations trip.  Thank you too to Maria 

Caimari of Palma de Mallorca for her special and 

invaluable ongoing support. 

We are enormously grateful to all who contributed time 

and other resources, including the GBOBA who 

covered visa and related costs, as well as pocket 

money and trip essentials.

The Cape Town BBWP fundraising event for the 2020 Marine 

Inspirations trip will take place on 8 November 2019 at the 

RCYC – we hope to see you there!
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SAILING FROM STRENGTH TO 

STRENGTH

Our extra-mural sailing programme keeps on getting 

bigger and better, thanks to the involvement and 

support of a number of enthusiastic and committed 

individuals.  

These include Ms Linsay Oberholzer, Club Sailing and 

Marketing Manager of False Bay Yacht Club (FBYC) 

in Simon’s Town and Commander Wayne Beattie and 

Chief Engineer Gregory Moss of the South African 

Maritime Training Academy (SAMTRA). 

A special word of thanks too to the Caimari family of 

Mallorca, for the donation of our training yacht, 

Homero, and the GBOBA for funding its maintenance.

And last but not least, thank you to our very own 

Professor Dr (Captain) Ed Snyders for overseeing the 

sailing programme, as well as our students who 

dedicate most of their weekends to honing their sailing 

skills.
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SAILING STARS
It was a night of celebration at the recent False Bay Yacht Club 

annual Youth Sailing Awards. Special thanks to Linsay

Oberholzer for all the arrangements and to Professor Snyders 

for his trophy donation.  All Grade 11 and 12s were awarded 

participation certificates and the following Lawhill students 

achieved special recognition:  Most Improved Trimmer –

Lukhanyo Tom (TNPA bursary holder); Most Improved Sailor –

Lutho Thomas (Community Property Company bursary holder); 

Most Improved Rope Work – Owami Zuma (GBOBA bursary 

holder); Most Improved Helmsman – Salmon Angombe

(Namport bursary holder).  The students also elect their own 

Captain and Vice-Captain for the season, with outgoing 

Captain, Lukhanyo Tom handing his captaincy over to Owami

Zuma who in turn awarded Vice-Captaincy to Janoel–Lee 

Meyer.  Lukhanyo Tom won the Prof (Capt. Dr) Ed Snyders 

award for the Best Sailor for 2019.
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The past few months our rowers, in addition to participating in the annual regatta, 

enjoyed several Friday and Saturday coaching sessions with the Cape Coastal 

Rowing Club.  

Thank you for yet another term of inspiring progress thanks to the many passionate 

coaches!   We really do appreciate the contribution of all those who volunteer their 

time and provide their private rowing boats for our students’ benefit.

We are hoping to secure funding to purchase our own rowing boats sometime soon 

so that we can take this programme to even greater heights.  

Our thanks too to Ms Julie Geddes for offering to manage a Water Confidence and 

Swimming Introduction Course aimed at improving water safety and confidence for all 

our rowers.

ROWING NEWS
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MARINE 

SCIENCE

UPDATE

Our maritime students turned out in great numbers to support an International 

World Oceans Day Beach Clean Up organised by the Simon’s Town community 

on Saturday 8 June.   Thank you to the Grade 10 Marine Science students, Ms 

Davis, Mr Karelse and Ms Thomas as well as the volunteers for their enthusiastic 

support.  And an enormous thank you to the South African Maritime Safety 

Authority, the Cape Town Sailors Home, The Howard Davis Farm Trust and 

Equinor for funds donated in support of this subject. Your donations will go a long 

way to equipping our classroom and preparing our students for careers in 

oceanography, marine biology, aquaculture and related fields.
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TAKE A GIRL CHILD TO WORK

Our grade 10 maritime students were given an inspiring 

'beyond the classroom' learning experience on Thursday 30 

May when they visited the Port of Cape Town as part of 

TNPA’s ‘Take a Girl Child To Work’ day.

The students were addressed by, amongst others, Port 

Manager, Ms Phumi Dweba Kwentana and Harbour Master, 

Captain Alex Miya. They also spent time onboard one of the 

harbour tugs where they met one of our past students (who is 

one of a number of tugmasters and trainee tugmasters in our 

ports!).

Our thanks to Mr Coen Birkenstock and Ms Wilma Fisher for 

organising the day and for Ms Sharon Thomas for 

accompanying our group.
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CODING AND 

ROBOTICS

The world of work is constantly changing and new 

skills need to be acquired if we are to adequately 

prepare our students for the workplace of the future.  

On May 1 (a school and public holiday),  Lawhill 

hosted a LEGO Roboteers workshop to introduce 

our students to the world of coding and robotics.

Each student was given an opportunity to help build 

Milo, a mini 'Mars Rover' and learn how to code 

Milo so that he/she would move and make a noise! 

The workshop was an enormous success and we 

hope to purchase our own Lego Robotics kits in due 

course.  More details in our next newsletter!  
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AN EVENING WITH 

UNC MBAs AND MR 

CHRISTO BRAND

Thank you to the 2020 UNC Kenan-Flagler MBA 

Community, Lazy Lizard Travel, Mr Christo Brand 

and Wilderness Safaris Private Journeys for 

arranging the MBA visit to Lawhill on Wednesday 15 

May.

Our students enjoyed interacting with the MBA 

business students from the USA and around the 

world (and doing so over a special ‘spitbraai’ 

dinner), as well as listening to Mr Christo Brand talk 

about his relationship with our former president, Mr 

Nelson Mandela and his time on Robben Island.  In 

the words of our School’s Head Boy, Lutho Thomas, 

the evening was 'history brought to life‘ and the 

lessons of the evening will last a lifetime...
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LEADING LADIES –

PILOT PROGRAMME

There is ample evidence that investing in women is the most 

effective way to lift communities, companies, and even countries. 

Countries with more gender equality have better economic 

growth and companies with more women leaders perform better. 

In short, equality for women means progress for all. 

But enhancing the contribution of women does not come without 

its challenges. To assist the young women in our programme to 

deal with the various challenges facing them, we recently 

supported the piloting of a women’s empowerment programme

which is due to be introduced to young women across South 

Africa. 

Our thanks to facilitator, Mrs Michelle Jones, and programme 

sponsor, Equinor, for helping us develop the skills of a talented 

group of Grade 11 boarders.    Thank you too to City Sightseeing 

Tours for treating the ladies to a Peninsula Tour following the 

successful completion of the pilot. 

Did you know:  We actively recruit talented young women into our 

programme from across South Africa, including rural areas, and have, over 

the years, increased the number of female students entering our 

programme. Currently, a third of our annual intake of students is female. 12



NEW SPONSOR

We are delighted to welcome international energy company, Equinor, on board 

as a new sponsor and extend our sincerest thanks to company 

representatives, Mr Martijn Smit and Mr Richard Sherrington, for their interest 

and support.

Equinor will be providing 10 bursaries – five boarding and five non-boarding –

in 2019 for deserving maritime and non-maritime students.  The company has 

also contributed to our Marine Sciences programme, and sponsored the 

Leading Ladies pilot which took place during Term 2.  We look forward to a 

long and mutually-beneficial relationship in the years ahead!
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CELEBRATING MR C. SEAN DAY

We were immensely proud to learn that one of our maritime programme’s most 

loyal and generous sponsors, Mr C. Sean Day, had been honoured by the TK 

Corporation who named the Sean Spirit, one of the company’s new 294-metre gas 

carriers, after him.    

Mr Day is South African-born and educated, the emeritus chairman of the Teekay

Corporation and a philanthropist whose South African-based education 

programmes have helped hundreds of young South Africans – including some 

students from our programme - to enter interesting and exciting careers.

Mr Day recently celebrated a ‘milestone birthday’ and the Lawhill Choir gathered to 

send him a special birthday video.   

Here’s to many more special birthdays in the years ahead, Mr Day!

.
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PAST STUDENT VISITS
Thank you to DeJean Moos (Class of 2018) and Captain Musa Mbakaza

(Class of 2005) for their inspiring visits this past term.  

In April, DeJean, accompanied by Maersk South Africa's Kurt de Bique, 

spoke to the Grade 12 class about learnerships and career opportunities in 

Maersk and Safmarine, while Captain Mbakaza - an internationally-

qualified Master Mariner – shared his career highlights and valuable life 

lessons with our boarders.  

Captain Mbakaza was a top maritime student, both at Simon’s Town 

School and at CPUT, where he graduated cum laude.  He spent many 

years at sea with Safmarine and Maersk before coming ashore. He is 

currently employed at AMSOL as Fleet Operations Manager : Bunkering. 
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INDUSTRY VISITS

It was a pleasure to welcome Captains Charles Kingon and Greg Pearce to Lawhill 

and we thank them for sharing interesting career insights and highlights with our 

Grade 10s.    

Thank you too to Saab Grintek Defence's Ms Mbali Dlamini, Naome Sithole and 

Ellen Rakabo for their visit in April and to Mr Gavin Copeland and Ms Zeenat 

Parker for their follow-up corporate presentation on SAAB Grintek Defence’s 

operations and career opportunities. 

Thank you too to Captain Kieron Cox (Maretek) for time spent with our students on 

the ECDIS system he so generously donated.
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EXPLORING OPPORTUNITIES IN OIL & GAS

We are delighted to announce that we will be participating in this year’s AFRICA OIL 

WEEK event – the leading business intelligence and transactional platform for Africa’s 

oil and gas sector!  

Our participation has been made possible by Seatrain (www.seatrain.co.za) which is 

the official Student Programme Sponsor for this year’s prestigious AOW event.   Our 

thanks to Seatrain CEO, Mr Pieter Coetzer and AOW’s Ms Catriona McDavid and Mr 

Nick Rougier for providing a platform where our maritime students can learn more 

about the oil and gas industry.  The opportunity to interact with decision makers from 

across Africa and the globe is an opportunity not to be missed!  Roll on November!

.
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THANK YOU …
Our programme continues to benefit from the support of a number of 

companies and individuals…  Thank you to the following who have supported 

us in 2019:

• CHAIRMAN, GOVERNING BODY AND PRINCIPAL OF SIMONS TOWN 

SCHOOL as well educators Mr Mostert and Mr and Mrs Mathieson who assist 

with hostel duties                       

• SAFMARINE, MAERSK GROUP/FOUNDATION - Major Sponsor since inception 

– 24 years - for their annual grant and mentoring support

• TK FOUNDATION – For building extensions, the 2017 European trip sponsorship 

and for funding for upgrades of Simons Town School’s Mathematics and Science 

classrooms)

• TRUSTEES: LAWHILL MARITIME EDUCATIONAL TRUST – For support and 

funding

• NAMPORT – Grant for building enclosure and Bursaries

• SOUTH AFRICAN MARITIME SAFETY AUTHORITY (SAMSA) – Bursaries and 

Marine Science support

• TRANSNET NATIONAL PORT AUTHORITY - Bursaries and Video Production

• AMSOL - Mathematics and Science Support/Mentoring/Bursary sponsorship

• DAY FAMILY – Scholarships

• MARINE INSPIRATIONS – Captain Phil Wade and Anthony Just  …../
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THANK YOUs …. continued
• S.A.T.S. GENERAL BOTHA OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION/GBOBA -

Mentoring, Bursaries, Sponsorships etc.  Additional thanks to GBOBA bursary 

sponsors - Specialty Metals, MDSol, The Halliday Family and Brian Cole, Fairship, 

Royal Cape Yacht Club, NSRI and other major contributors to the GBOBA BF, 

including all the golf day supporters and sponsors

• HAMSHER FAMILY & FRIENDS- Various Sponsorships/Cycling and Support

• HOWARD DAVIS FARM TRUST – Marine Sciences Grant – 2017 and 2019

• JOHAN AND KAREN SWART - Birthday Fund Sponsorship – 2015 -2019

• JEWISH MARITIME LEAGUE - Barney Sank Bursaries

• LCL LOGISTICS – Bursary

• MARETEK/CAPTAIN KIERON COX – Donation of ECDIS software 

• MICA AND MARINA NAUMANN – Project support

• MUR SHIPPING – Internships

• MOLLER FAMILY – Grant

• MRS JULIE NEWALL and the late Mr PETER NEWALL – Grant and prizes

• SAILORS' HOME COMMITTEE – Grant/Special Project support

• FALSE BAY YACHT CLUB – Support, training and sponsorship

• CAPE COASTAL ROWING CLUB & SIZWE NDLOVU– Rowing equipment,

coaching etc …/

• EQUINOR – Bursaries and Marine Sciences support, as well as Leading 

Ladies sponsorship
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THANK YOUs…. continued
• COMMUNITY PROPERTY COMPANY/CAPLAND - Bursaries

• SOCIETY FOR MASTER MARINERS (GBOBA BF) - Bursaries, Grant

• SOUTH AFRICA MARITIME TRAINING ACADEMY (SAMTRA) – Bursary, 

Courses, Experiential learning, Sailing training, Rowing support

• SEATRAIN – Africa Oil Week Sponsorship

• STURROCK GRINDROD MARITIME – Internships

• SUBTECH GROUP – Bursaries

• MARINE CREW SERVICES – Bursaries, STS Golf Day Sponsorship 2018

• MSC – Learnerships and donation of office stationery

• CIAMARI FAMILY, DAVID ABROMOWITZ AND FRIENDS – Support related to 

the acquisition of our yacht, Homero and the maintenance and repair thereof

• CALULO FOUNDATION – Bursaries

• LCL LOGISTICS – Bursary

• PAN AFRICAN CAPITAL HOLDINGS - Bursary

• FAMILIES OF CAPTAINS PAUL STAPLES, DAI DAVIES AND ROBERT 

PABST– Maritime Memorabilia

• SAIMENA – Donation

• HOWARD DAVIS FARM TRUST – Donation in support of Marine Sciences

• SERVEST MARINE - Subsidised Transport support 

• CAPTAIN NICK SLOANE – financial support

• MOCS – donation of medical consumables 20



THANK YOUs continued ..

• PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL LINE – Grant/donation

• KIRSTENBOSCH ROTARY CLUB – Grant, sponsorship, support 

• ROTARY CLUB OF NEWLANDS – Project grant from the Community and 

Vocational committees

• Mrs ELNA DE JAGER for extra mathematics instruction

• Members of the MEDIA - for publicity support

• ALEC SMITH – for pro-bono photography at the 2018 BBWP fundraiser

• SAIMI - Support

• DARYL MEYER (IT support) & DORRIA WATT (Event support)

• DAVID BERMAN – Maritime Memorabilia

• MG CLUB - Donation

• CAPTAIN TOM DE GROOT – Donation

• Professor JONATHAN JANSEN for his inspiration and support, AND ….

…. to all those individuals and companies who have showed an interest in 

supporting us, we hope to add your name to this list before the end of 2019!   (We 

still have four Grade 10 students in need of bursary sponsors as well as several 

special projects in the pipeline).

Thank you too to each and every one who has helped us invest in a 

future maritime generation.   Your contribution is highly appreciated!
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If you haven’t yet seen the beautifully-produced STS Lawhill 

Maritime Centre video, do watch it on our YouTube channel on the 

link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bbe6z0u_xUM

Feedback on this newsletter is always most welcome  – please email your 

comments and suggestions to info@lawhill.org

Please do visit our website  - www.lawhill.org

and social media platforms for regular news updates  @lawhillmaritime

JULY 2019
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