
SIMON’S TOWN SCHOOL’S

LAWHILL MARITIME CENTRE

NEWSLETTER
JANUARY 2019 – MARCH 2019



100 PERCENT PASS FOR CLASS OF 2018

Our new academic year kicked off with the positive news that our Class of 2018 

boarders had achieved a 100 percent pass in their National Senior Certificate exam.  

The top three Matric (boarding) students were: 
 Anganathi Madolo (6 distinctions - a Barloworld Power/SA Shipyards bursary holder)

 Ntiska James (5 distinctions - SATS General Botha Old Boys' Association Bursary Fund bursary holder)

 Mihle Makosonke (6 distinctions - Sean Day Scholar). 

Non-boarding maritime student, Helena Seebran, whose studies were sponsored by 

the SA Jewish Maritime League, was Simon's Town School's top achiever with 7 

distinctions. We are very proud of the above - and the 19 boarding students who 

between them achieved a total 51 distinctions. 

Special thanks to all bursary sponsors, school educators and those who provided after hours, extra lesson 

support (Mrs Elna de Jager and Mr Hugh James). And of course, our anchor sponsor, Safmarine/Maersk and 

the TK Foundation for their continued support.

** - We currently have four students in our programme who are in need of bursary sponsors –

please do contact us if you are interested in investing in a future maritime generation…



DO WATCH OUR NEW LAWHILL VIDEO!

If you haven’t yet seen the beautifully-produced STS Lawhill Maritime Centre video, 

do watch it on our YouTube channel on the link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bbe6z0u_xUM

Our thanks to Mr Michael Minnie and Ms Chris de Beer for their creative input and 

to Transnet National Ports Authority (Ms Shadi Montjane and Ms Thandi Mlangeni) 

for funding the production. 

Thank you too to all, including our educators and the Lawhill boarders who 

contributed their voices and smiles to the production.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bbe6z0u_xUM


MARINE 

SCIENCE

In January we successfully launched a pilot to introduce a third maritime subject, 

Marine Science at our school.  The subject aims to prepare students for careers 

in oceanography, marine biology, aquaculture and related fields and is a further 

boost to maritime skills development in South Africa.  The introduction of the new 

subject has been enthusiastically received by both learners and the broader 

community.

Funding is required to support the introduction of this new subject - please contact us on 

info@lawhill.org if you are in a position to assist.

mailto:info@lawhill.org


MARINE SCIENCE (continued)
During Term 1 our Grade 10 learners and their educator, Ms 

Davis, were invited to participate in the LCA Spark Talks 

where they also met renowned conservationist, Colin Bell, 

and author Don Pinnock who provided them with a signed 

copy of their new book, ‘The Last Elephants’.  

The students were also given copies of Gunter’s Fables by 

the owner of Yacht Boaz, Mr Keith Whetmore.  

A number of exciting talks and activities are planned for Term 2 – more 

details in our next newsletter!



INTERATIONAL WOMENS DAY

Thank you to the WISTA South Africa Cape Town members 

who participated in our International Women's Day panel 

discussion. The panel encouraged both the young men and 

women at Lawhill to contribute to a more diverse and 

inclusive maritime industry. Currently women account for 

33% of our annual maritime boarder intake - an impressive 

statistic when compared to the estimated 2% female 

maritime global workforce! 

We thank the women from across the sector - from salvage 

to sailing and diving to training - who shared their 

experiences and thoughts with us. Thank you too to the team 

from African Marine Solutions for initiating the event. The 

event formed part of this year's focus by the International 

Maritime Organization (IMO), on women in maritime.



CELEBRATING INTERNATIONAL WOMENS DAY



NEW PRE-SEA TRAINING PROGRAMME
Among the extra-mural programmes being presented at Lawhill this year is one 

aimed at improving the practical maritime skills of our students, including 

swimming. 

The new training programme jointly presented by the NSRI, the South African 

International Maritime Institute (SAIMI) and the S.A.T.S General Botha Old 

Boys Bursary Fund, began on January 21 with an orientation talk to the 

students selected for the programme. Our thanks to Bruce Sandman from 

NSRI for travelling from afar to present the talk, and to GBOBA's Nicole 

Burchell and Captain Tony Nicholas for their attendance.  

Thanks too to Dr Cleeve Robinson, CEO of the NSRI, for volunteering his time 

to do the student medicals ahead of the pre-sea training.



PRE-SEA TRAINING (continued)

The programme included a two-day theoretical component which was followed by time 

in the water.  Students from Lawhill as well as the T.S. Woltemade Sea Cadets spent 

a total of 10 days on the advanced NSRI training course.  The theoretical component 

was conducted by SAMTRA and held at Lawhill, while the practical component was 

held in St Helena Bay with training facilities made available by Sea Safety Training 

Group (SSTG) and sponsored by SAIMI. 

Do watch these videos for more to see the students being put through their paces!

https://youtu.be/BBc4UkjQwqo; https://youtu.be/rfiWMDNp7r0; 

https://youtu.be/hIwIrrHMavk

https://youtu.be/BBc4UkjQwqo
https://youtu.be/rfiWMDNp7r0
https://youtu.be/hIwIrrHMavk


KEEPING CLOSE TO INDUSTRY

In February Lawhill was honoured to attend two important industry events.   

Thank you to the South African Maritime Safety Authority (SAMSA) for inviting 

us onboard the SA Agulhas to attend the annual Cape Town Industry 

Stakeholder Gathering,  and to the Department of Transport for the invitation to 

attend the industry dialogue with the Minister of Transport, the honourable Dr 

Blade Nzimande, in Durban.

These engagements are extremely important to us; not only are they an 

opportunity to stay in touch with the industry and meet new entrants, but they 

also help ensure the education we provide is relevant and in keeping with 

industry needs.



MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE SUPPORT

High marks in mathematics and physical science are essential for those wishing 

to pursue STEM-based careers such as engineering and navigation, and we are 

most grateful to African Marine Solutions (AMSOL) for funding extra lessons and 

other interventions to help our students do their best in these key subjects. 

Thank you too to the S.A.T.S General Botha Old Boys Bursary Fund for providing 

additional support for their bursary students. A special thank you to our (now 

retired) extra science teacher, Mr Hugh James, for the guidance and incredible 

support provided over the years. 

#MarksWillRise.



MARIINE INSPIRATIONS - SPAIN

Our thanks and congratulations to Captain Phil Wade 

and Anne Wade on hosting yet another successful 

Marine Inspirations fundraising event in Spain!  

More than 130 people supported this year’s event held 

in March at the Hotel Horizonte’s Panorama Bar. 

A special thank you to Master Yachts, Sturge Taylor 

and Astilleros Shipyards for sponsoring three air tickets 

for this year’s Marine Inspiration experience.  The 

names of the two Lawhill students who will travel to 

Spain to join Marine Inspirations in June – where they 

will compete in the Super Yacht Cup - will be 

announced soon.

Our thanks to all BBWP sponsors and helpers and especially to Mr 

Richard Masters (Master Yachts) for supplying the food for this event, 

as well as Carlos Feliu who every year fills up the big bottles with his 

superb wine free of charge.  And of course, to the Wades and Captain 

Anthony Just for creating these life-changing opportunities for our 

students.



MOTIVATIONAL TALK

We were delighted to have Mr Graeme de Bruyn - a gifted and highly sought after 

motivational speaker - as our first 'after dinner speaker' for 2019. 

Joining him this time were first time visitors, Carla Watson and Jacqui Watson who 

kicked off the evening's talk with a high-energy rock, paper, scissors game before Mr 

de Bruyn took to the floor to share his inspirational story about his day spent with 

Wall Street legend, Chris Gardner, whose real life story inspired the movie ‘Pursuit 

of Happyness’ (starring actor Will Smith).  The movie tells the story of Mr Gardner’s 

struggle to build a future for himself and his son. It’s a story of determination and 

hardship and of how Mr Gardner used an unpaid internship to change his life, and 

that of his son. 



THANK YOU FOR THE SUPPORT

A huge thank you to Ms Jacqui Linford (Maersk Crewing, South Africa) for providing 

funding to help equip our rowing teams. Ms Linford is pictured below, left, with 

members of our Boys A Team who competed in their first regatta on 6 April.  

Our rowing programme continues to grow from strength to strength and we are hoping to 

secure funding in 2019 to grow the programme even more!  Please email info@lawhill.org for 

more information.  We look forward to hearing from you!

Thank you too to Captain Tony Nicholas for arranging the visit of Dr and Mrs 

Buchins and Captain and Mrs Cowley to Lawhill.

mailto:info@lawhill.org


Congratulations to Talisha Chetty (Class of 

2016) on obtaining her Officer of the Watch 

qualification and to Loyiso Jantjies and 

Nkazimlo Mtshixa on completing their 

academic studies at SSTG.  All three 

students were sponsored by the GBOBA 

Bursary Fund while at Lawhill.

PAST 

STUDENT 

NEWS

A big thank you to Second Officer 

Ezra Simon (Class of 2000) for his 

inspirational talk to our boarders.  

Ezra is in line to achieve his Master 

Certificate of Competency 

(Unlimited) and we wish him every 

success as he works toward that 

goal!



It was great catching up with alumni 

Adam Parton (pictured below, left, 

with Captain Schlemmer) during his 

visit to Lawhill.  Adam matriculated 

in 2007 and has worked hard to 

achieve success in his seafaring 

career.

PAST STUDENT 

NEWS

Sphamandla ‘Spha’ Madlala

(pictured above, centre) has 

embarked on an exciting ‘digital 

maritime’ venture.  Spha, a TNPA 

bursary holder who matriculated in 

2018, has always had an interest in 

entrepreneurship and we wish him, 

and his business partner, well in their 

new venture.  Their NGS Foundation 

is a registered NPO based in Kwa 

Debeka in Kwa-Zulu Natal.  



CYCLING NEWS
Thank you once again to Maritime Arbitrator, Mr Mark Hamsher, for sponsoring our 

cycling programme and participation in this year’s Cape Town Cycle Tour.  Mr 

Hamsher also provided cycling shirts for two of our guest riders, Dr Russell Stevens 

(Two Oceans Aquarium) and SAMTRA CEO, Mr Ivan Heesom-Green.  We were 

honoured to have these two gentlemen join our team in flying the Lawhill flag on the 

day!   A special thanks to the back up team - Ms Debera Shüler, Professor Ed 

Snyders, Mr Roelf Karelse, Mr Rowland Mostert and Mrs Debbie Owen – for their 

support during the early morning and weekend training sessions. (It doesn’t only 

take a ‘village’ to raise a child, you also need one to keep a team safe on the road as 

it trains for a big race!)



A few weeks prior to the Cycle Tour our students had the opportunity to 

once again participate in the Discovery Health Duathlon. 

The duathlon forms part of the Discovery Triathlon - World Cup - Cape Town 

series and is a great opportunity to compete against other fitness fanatics, 

while training for the Cycle Tour in a safe environment. We are most grateful 

to Worldsport South Africa for their support and sponsorship, which makes 

our participation possible.  

A bonus treat followed when our Grade 12 girls were invited by the World Cup Triathlon event 

organisers, Elton Davids and Anthony Bradford, to attend the Banyana Banyana vs Sweden 

soccer game at Cape Town Stadium. 

CYCLING NEWS



SAILING NEWS

Thank you to Ms Judith Snyders, CEO of 

Education & Training Solutions (ETS) and 

Professor Snyders for donating adverse 

weather suits to 18 Lawhill sailing students.  

Our students have been participating in an 

extra-mural sailing programme, under the 

guidance of Ms Linsay Oberholzer, Club 

Sailing and Marketing Manager of False Bay 

Yacht Club (FBYC) in Simon’s Town.

On weather permitting weekends the students 

sail on, amongst others, our own yacht 

‘Homero’ under the watchful eyes of 

Commander Wayne Beattie and Chief 

Engineer Gregory Moss of the South African 

Maritime Training Academy (SAMTRA).

Lawhill is hoping to expand its sailing programme, 

co-ordinated by Professor (Captain) Ed Snyders 

during the course of 2019 and beyond.



During the first three months of the year our Boys and Girls Rowing Teams spent 

many hours on the water in preparation for the annual regatta, held on 6 April.   

Training took place three mornings a week and on Fridays and Saturdays (in fact, 

whenever an opportunity to train presented itself!).   We congratulate our teams on 

their dedication and commitment and thank the coaches and mentors at the Cape 

Coast Rowing Club for all their encouragement and support.

Thank you to our boarders and to the past students who gathered on Town Pier to 

cheer their peers on during their race.

.

ROWING NEWS



THANK YOU …
Our programme continues to benefit from the support of a number of 

companies and individuals…  Thank you to the following who have supported 

us in 2018 – we look forward to your continued support in 2019:

• CHAIRMAN, GOVERNING BODY AND PRINCIPAL OF SIMONS TOWN 

SCHOOL as well educators Mr Mostert and Mr and Mrs Mathieson who assist 

with hostel duties                       

• SAFMARINE, MAERSK GROUP/FOUNDATION - Major Sponsor since inception 

– 24 years - for their annual grant and mentoring support

• TK FOUNDATION – For building extensions, the 2017 European trip sponsorship 

and for funding for upgrades of Simons Town School’s Mathematics and Science 

classrooms)

• TRUSTEES: LAWHILL MARITIME EDUCATIONAL TRUST – For support and 

funding

• NAMPORT – Grant for building enclosure and Bursaries

• SOUTH AFRICAN MARITIME SAFETY AUTHORITY (SAMSA) - Bursaries

• TRANSNET NATIONAL PORT AUTHORITY - Bursaries and Video

• AMSOL - Mathematics and Science Support/Mentoring/Bursary sponsorship

• BARLOWORLD POWER/SA SHIPYARDS – Bursaries 

• DAY FAMILY – Scholarships

• MARINE INSPIRATIONS – Captain Phil Wade and Anthony Just  …../



THANK YOUs …. continued
• S.A.T.S. GENERAL BOTHA OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION - Mentoring, 

Bursaries, Sponsorships etc.  Additional thanks to bursary sponsors Richard 

Masters, Fairship, MDSol, Dockendale, Royal Cape Yacht Club, NSRI and 

other major contributors to the GBOBA BF, including all the golf day 

supporters and sponsors

• HAMSHER FAMILY & FRIENDS- Various Sponsorships/Cycling and Support

• HOWARD DAVIS FARM TRUST – Grant - 2017

• JOHAN AND KAREN SWART - Birthday Fund Sponsorship – 2015 -2019

• JEWISH MARITIME LEAGUE - Barney Sank Bursaries

• CAPTAINS KEITH PLETSCKE/ANNE TILL – Bursary (2016-2018)

• LCL LOGISTICS – Bursary

• MARETEK/CAPTAIN KIERON COX – Donation of ECDIS software 

• MICA AND MARINA NAUMANN – Project support

• MUR SHIPPING – Internships

• MOLLER FAMILY – Grant

• MRS JULIE NEWALL and the late Mr PETER NEWALL – Grant and prizes

• SAILORS' HOME COMMITTEE - Grant /Special Project support

• FALSE BAY YACHT CLUB – Support, training and sponsorship

• CAPE COASTAL ROWING CLUB & SIZWE NDLOVU– Rowing equipment,

coaching etc …/



THANK YOUs…. continued
• BLS PORTCO - Bursaries

• COMMUNITY PROPERTY COMPANY - Bursaries

• SOCIETY FOR MASTER MARINERS (GBOBA BF) - Bursaries, Grant

• SOUTH AFRICA MARITIME TRAINING ACADEMY (SAMTRA) – Bursary, 

Courses, Experiential learning, Sailing training, Rowing support

• STURROCK GRINDROD MARITIME – Bursaries, Grant, Internships

• SUBTECH GROUP – Bursaries, TSIBA intern sponsorship in 2018

• MARINE CREW SERVICES – Bursaries, STS Golf Day Sponsorship

• MSC – Learnerships and donation of office stationery

• CIAMARI FAMILY, DAVID ABROMOWITZ AND FRIENDS – Support related to 

the acquisition of our yacht, Homero and the maintenance and repair thereof

• CALULO FOUNDATION – Bursaries

• LCL LOGISTICS – Bursary

• PAN AFRICAN CAPITAL HOLDINGS - Bursary

• FAMILIES OF CAPTAINS PAUL STAPLES, DAI DAVIES AND ROBERT 

PABST– Maritime Memorabilia

• SAIMENA – Donation

• SERVEST MARINE - Subsidised Transport support 

• Captain Nick SLOANE – financial support

• MOCS – donation of medical consumables



THANK YOUs continued ..

• PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL LINE – Grant/donation

• KIRSTENBOSCH ROTARY CLUB – Grant , sponsorship, support 

• Mrs ELNA DE JAGER for extra mathematics instruction

• Members of the media - for publicity support

• ALEC SMITH – for pro-bono photography at the 2018 BBWP fundraiser

• SAIMI - Support

• Daryl Meyer (IT support) & Dorria Watt (Event support)

• DAVID BERMAN – Maritime Memorabilia

• MG CLUB - Donation

• Captain Tom Groot – Donation

• Professor JONATHAN JANSEN for his inspiration and support

AND

• To all those individuals and companies who have showed an interest in 

supporting us.  We hope to add your name to this list during 2019!

Thank you too to each and every one who has helped us invest in a 

future maritime generation.   Your contribution is highly appreciated!



Feedback on this newsletter is always most welcome  –

please email info@lawhill.org

And don’t forget to visit our website  - www.lawhill.org

and social media platforms for regular news updates  @lawhillmaritime

APRIL 2019

mailto:debbie@lawhill.org
http://www.lawhill.org/

