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IN THE SPIRIT OF GIVING

The season for giving is upon us but we are most fortunate that, at Lawhill, the 

‘giving’ happens all year round!  This newsletter shows just how much has been 

‘given’ to us in recent months and we feel your contributions reflect these wonderful 

words of Professor Jonathan Jansen ….

….“So here are the key lessons I have learnt about gifting growing up. That it is indeed 

better to give than to receive. Give without the expectation to receive.

Give to those who cannot give back. Give not out of your abundance but give when you 

have little to give away. Give things you value not things you have too much of or things you 

do not need. Give to teach—which means you should make visible your giving to your 

children so that they too learn the value of giving. Give often, as a habit. 

Give where it makes a real difference in the lives of the recipients. Give against the grain of 

social expectation (the best Christmas gifts I received were from my Muslim friends). Give 

of yourself rather than only things”



MARINE SCIENCE
XXXany way!

Simons Town Schoool is proud to be one of only three schools in South 

Africa selected to pilot a new subject next year, Marine Science.

The new subject – to be introduced at Grade 10 level and hosted at the STS 

Lawhill Maritime Centre – will help prepare students for careers in 

oceanography, marine biology, aquaculture and related fields, thereby 

supporting skills development in South Africa.

Our sincere congratulations and thanks to Dr Russell Stevens and his Two Oceans 

Aquarium team on ‘making it happen’.  

Simon’s Town School has already appointed a new educator and teaching will 

commence in January 2019.   Funding is required to support the introduction of the 

new subject - please contact us if you are in a position to assist.



We were very proud to hear that Nomcebo Biyela 

(Class of 2012) a former maritime student from Kwazulu 

Natal and a TNPA bursary holder, has graduated from 

UCT and qualified as a medical doctor! 

We are immensely proud and hope she will be joining 

the maritime industry as a ship’s doctor!

(Nomcebo is pictured top left speaking at our Annual Awards in 2010 

and again in 2012)

We were also delighted to have three of our past 

students – who have embarked on careers at sea -

attend a recent SAMTRA ECIDS training session held 

at Lawhill.  It sure was good to have Wandile Zulu, 

Innocent Jali and Mvelo Khawula (bottom left) back 

‘home’…

PAST STUDENT NEWS



FOCUS ON FUTURE

FINANCIAL SUSTAINBILITY

Business and Entrepreneurship graduate, Roelf Karelse, 

who completed his four month internship with us in 

November (thanks to the support of the Subtech Group)

will be staying on for another six months to help us 

complete some of the projects initiated during his 

internship. 

These include evaluating the viability of an Income 

Generation project aimed at improving the sustainability 

of our maritime studies programme (currently entirely 

donor dependant) while identifying ways in which we can 

further support the transformation and the growth of the 

industry through, amongst others, enterprise and 

supplier development. 

Our thanks to BOWMANS for offering much needed pro-

bono legal advice as we explore the available options.  

And please do contact us if you would like to support this 

very important initiative in any way!  



ANNUAL AWARDS!

Industry representatives, educators, funders and 

students past and present gathered in October for our 

annual Awards Evening.

We were honoured to have renowned economist, Dr Iraj 

Abedian – also chairman of AMSOL - as our guest 

speaker.  Please do visit www.lawhill.org for a link to his 

thought-provoking speech.

Next year we plan to host the awards on Thursday, 10 

October at an earlier timeslot to accommodate those 

wishing to avoid the traffic out of the City.  (We will also 

be enclosing the hostel quad, thanks to funding support 

from NAMPORT, to create a larger venue for next year’s 

awards). 

Thank you to all those who attended the event and made 

it yet another special evening to remember.  Thank you 

too, to the many prize donors (see end of newsletter for 

details).

Please see our Facebook page for the full Awards photo album

.

http://www.lawhill.org/


ANNUAL AWARDS



EDUCATION AND TRAINING AWARD….
We know you’ve probably heard the news but just in case you missed it…

Thank you once again to Safmarine and the Lawhill Maritime Educational Trust for 

making it possible for Lawhill’s Debbie Owen and Simon’s Town School’s Principal, 

Mrs Jean Human to travel to Dubai to receive the 2018 Seatrade Middle East India 

Africa Education and Training Award. 

The award recognises an educational institution, commercial organisation or an 

individual that has made a major contribution to maritime education and training in 

the region. The panel of judges were looking for examples of excellence and 

thought leadership as well as the ability to show quantifiable successes. The STS 

Lawhill Maritime Centre, the only African finalist, excelled on all these accounts.  

This is the second SEATRADE Award which Simon’s Town School’s Lawhill 

Maritime Centre has won. The first was in 2012 when we received the ‘Investment in 

People’ Award.  Thank you to everyone who sent well wishes and messages of 

congratulations. Long may we celebrate our successful and very special partnership!



TALL SHIP VISIT

Thank you to SAMSA COO, Mr Sobantu Tilayi, for inviting us to tour a very special 

ship, the Dar Mlodziezy, during its visit to Cape Town.

The Dar Mlodziezy is one of Poland’s most famous and beautiful tall ships. Built in 

1982, the ship is sailing around the world to commemorate Poland’s independence 

and at the time of its visit, had sailed to, amongst others, Tallinn, Copenhagen, 

Stavanger, Bremenhaven, Bordeaux, Tenerife, Dakar, Mauritius, Jakarta, 

Singapore, Shanghai, Osaka. She also planned to dock at San Francisco, Los 

Angeles, Acapulco, Panama, Miami, Ponta Delgada and London.

It was a memorable outing for our new maritime economics educator, Professor Dr 

Captain Ed Snyders and the Grade 10 Nautical Sciences class.



MARINE INSPIRATIONS - TURKEY!

This year the Maritime Mentoring programme Marine Inspirations hosted two 

programmes during the October school holidays – one in Spain and one in 

Turkey.    Three Gr 12 maritime students – Thabiso Rantsho, Sphamandla 

Madlala and Linkeekela Kandjungu - joined Marine Inspirations co-founder 

Captain Phil Wade and his co-hosts in Turkey.   A big thank you to Captain Wade 

and his generous hosts in Turkey who provided an unforgettable learning 

experience.   And thank you too to Adv Glenn Babb and DEFY South Africa for 

the invaluable on-the-ground assistance provided to our Namibian student, 

Lineekela Kandjungu as part of his VISA application. 
Do visit www.lawhill.org to read more about their trip and for a link to Thabiso Rantsho’s speech which 

illustrates the value and importance of these trips.  

.

http://www.lawhill.org/


MARINE INSPIRATIONS - SPAIN!

This year we were delighted to have two young 

ladies join the annual Marine Inspirations 

programme in Spain for the first time.

Please do read the reports by Lubhaqa Ngongoma 

(Gr 12) and Apelele Ntshinka (Gr 11)  who were 

joined by Thapelo Moletsane (Gr 11). The reports 

are posted on www.lawhill.org

A big thank you too to Captain Anthony Just (co-

founder of Marine Inspirations) for accommodating 

the three students and to his support team in 

Spain for providing an unforgettable learning 

experience.

We are also most grateful to the S.A.T.S General 

Botha Old Boys Bursary Fund for the logistical 

support provided.

http://www.lawhill.org/


The annual Marine Inspirations trips abroad are made possible by those 

who support the annual BBWP fundraising events held in Spain and Cape 

Town.

This year’s Cape Town BBWP held at the Royal Cape Yacht Club was a 

real Mexican affair and we thank all those who donated prizes, bought 

tickets and supported the auctions.   

Thank you too to event organiser, Dorria Watt, whose special touches did 

not go unnoticed!  Your hearts are bigger than Mexico!

MARINE INSPIRATIONS FUNDRAISER



BBWP PHOTOS BY ALEC SMITH (IMAGEMUNDI)



INTERNATIONAL SALVAGE 

UNION DINNER 

Thank you to Master Salvor, Captain Nick 

Sloane, for inviting the Lawhill Choir to perform 

at the ISU dinner held in October.

Our 38-strong choir delivered powerful 

performances at the event held at the Table 

Bay Hotel in the V&A Waterfront in Cape 

Town.



SAIMENA GOLF DAY DONATION 

AND MEMORIAL SERVICE

Our sincerest thanks to the members of SAIMENA (SA Institute of Marine 

Engineers and Naval Architects) for inviting us to attend the annual William 

Froude memorial event in November and for their donation of R15 000 to 

the Lawhill Maritime Educational Trust.  The funds donated to our Trust are 

proceeds from their golf day held in March.



MARITIME GOLF DAY

The S.A.T.S. General Botha Old Boys Association organised yet another 

very successful golf day in November.  The event raises funds for bursaries 

for deserving maritime students.  

Thank you to all who supported this event and a special thank you to 

AMSOL as the headline sponsor for the day. 



SIMONS TOWN SCHOOL SAYS THANK YOU

We are most grateful to Marine Crew Services (MCS) for extending their support beyond 

our maritime programme to include the whole of Simon’s Town School, which provides 

tuition from Grade R to Grade 12

This year MCS provided two non-boarding bursaries for maritime students from Simon’s 

Town School and also supported the inaugural Simon’s Town Schools Golf Day in 

September with a very generous donation.

Thank you too to Captain Anne Myers (a former head girl of Simon’s Town School) who 

donated prizes, Lawhill Maritime Educational Trust Chairman, Mr Johan Swart who 

donated cash and to Captain Ian Fishley, Transnet and past student, Marine Engineer 

Blondie Jobela, for their offers of support.   We thank you on behalf of STS.



SAFMARINE’S CONTINUED SUPPORT – 23 YEARS ON

We so appreciate the continued support of our anchor sponsor, Safmarine.  In 

addition to providing an annual grant  for the past 23 years (which helps to fund 

our programme) we also receive valuable personal support from many 

Safmariners.  A big thank you to Safmarine CEO, David Williams, for sponsoring 

our trip to the Seatrade Awards in Dubai, to Lynn Elliot for the matric exam treats 

and to Seema Nair and her team for hosting us in Dubai.  We also wish to 

acknowledge the support of the Maersk HR Team who have opened up 

learnership opportunities for our Grade 12 maritime students – and to the team in 

Finance who process those all important payments!



In May this year the Netherlands Consulate 

General in collaboration with the Western Cape 

Department of Economic Development and 

Tourism announced the incorporation of a 

Maritime Cluster for the Western Cape region. 

The Cluster aims to strengthen and develop the 

maritime industrial sector. 

A Maritime Day was held at the end of October 

to attract some of the Western Cape’s top 

mathematics and science learners in Grade 11 

and 12.  The students visited DAMEN Shipyards 

and STC and were given a glimpse of the 

opportunities in the Western Cape maritime 

industry.  

We thank the WCMC for inviting us to participate 

in the day and look forward to playing a more 

active role in the WCMC in the year ahead.

WESTERN CAPE 

MARITIME CLUSTER



A BOOST FOR OUR COMPUTER CENTRE

We are most grateful to Kevin Thorpe and NetsureIT for facilitating a donation of computers 

to our Centre.  The increase in the number of high quality e-learning resources has 

increased demand for more time on our PCs and, thanks to this donation, we have now 

more than doubled our student access to the internet!  A big thank you to our house father, 

Mr Abrie Visser (bottom right) for arranging the installation of the additional PCs which will be 

operation in the new year!  

Should anyone wish to be our official IT sponsor for the new year, please do contact us on 

info@lawhill.org and we will provide you with more details on the options available!

mailto:info@lawhill.org


THE LITTLE OPTIMIST TALK, MOVIE NIGHT

AND FUNDRAISER

Thank you  to Greg Bertish, his sponsors and the FBYC for inviting our students to 

attend the Little Optimist talk and movie night in September, which was enjoyed by 

all our sailing programme students.  Thank you too to for including four of our sailing 

students in the Little Optimist race held in October.

For more details on these events please visit the Lawhill Facebook page and 

www.thelittleoptimist.org

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelittleoptimist.org&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf232bcd4d1624cc7bc4108d62e969b7b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636747621718706149&sdata=OvE5ItMDKLdLn7H%2FtSaK%2Bzb0jHpa%2B%2Fck14lqim6uJLA%3D&reserved=0


SHIPS MODEL DONATION

A sincere than you to Iain McIntosh, Head of Marketing for Ocean Network 

Express (South Africa) (PTY) LTD – otherwise known as ONE - for the model of the 

MOL Bravo, one of the company’s 10 000 teu container vessels.  

MOL recently completed its transition into ONE and the model had to move to a 

new location.   We were delighted MOL chose us as its new home where it now has 

pride of place in our Maritime Economics classroom!



SPECIAL THANK YOUS

To Mr Hugh James for assisting us with extra 

lessons after hours on a Wednesday for the past 

few years. 

In addition to being a highly respected (retired) 

Physical Science teacher and author of text 

books, Mr James is also a former School Principal 

and a member of the S.A.T.S General Botha Old 

Boys Association, amongst others.   The support 

he has provided has helped many of our students 

improve their marks in this important subject and 

gain entry to tertiary institutions.

A big thank you too to Captain Iain Peddle who 

has enthusiastically and generously shared his 

merchant navy knowledge with our Nautical 

Science students for many years.  

His teachings have been enormously valuable and 

has inspired many of our students to pursue a 

seafaring career.



ROWING NEWS

We have had a fantastic year on the water with the Cape 

Coastal Rowing Club and wish to thank all the rowing 

mentors and coaches for their commitment to our rowing 

programme. We are keeping our fingers crossed that 

next year will be an even more exciting and successful 

year.

To this end, the CCRC and Lawhill Maritime Educational 

Trust have applied to the Lotto in the hope of securing 

funding which will allow us to purchase two rowing boats 

– exclusively for Lawhill use!   A big thank you to Mr 

Pieter Coetzer and Mr Derek Read for putting our 

funding application together and to Ms Dee Bellingham 

and Mr Johan Swart for their support.  

We also would like to thank Hartmut Kluge and Dirk 

Hülsmeier from the Hildesheim Rowing Club in Germany 

for a very generous donation which will be put towards 

maintaining the existing boats.  We do appreciate their 

support!

. 



SAILING NEWS

We have also had a very busy sailing programme 

this year thanks to the involvement and support of 

FBYC’s Ms Linsay Oberholzer and Commander 

Wayne Beattie and Mr Gregory Moss from 

SAMTRA.

Our school’s yacht, Homero, a donation from the 

Ciamera family and Marine Inspirations, is being 

well used and maintained.  Students are, weather 

dependent, sailing every Friday and Saturday and 

their enthusiasm and skills are growing by the day.

We wish to thank everyone involved, including the 

management of FBYC, for their support, and 

Marine Inspirations for its continued interest and 

financial support.

. 



VISIT BY MR SHELBY DAVIS

We were most honoured to welcome Mrs 

Melissa Bingler, Associate Vice President of 

Advancement at Semester At Sea / ISE and Mr 

Shelby Davis, co-founder of the Davis United 

World College Scholar Programme 

(http://www.davisuwcscholars.org/) to Lawhill in 

October. 

To date the programme has provided 

scholarships to almost 9000 scholars from 159 

countries attending US colleges and universities. 

Mr Davis and his family have contributed more 

than $75 million to United World Colleges (UWC) 

and currently spend $40 million annually on 

various Davis-UWC scholarships.

Semester at Sea is a multi-country study abroad 

programme on a ship open to all students of all 

majors.

Mr Davis and Ms Bingler's stay was far too short 

but will be remembered by us, and the fortunate 

students who spent a few moments interacting 

with them.

http://www.davisuwcscholars.org/?fbclid=IwAR1zJ0xSxiXPrAWWPPgFuBT8aFqQWTaQ82zbqI3gCdsQoLkC5lElxdbcBOA


PAST STUDENT, DALE SMYTH
One of our many special guests this term was ‘old boy’ Dale Smyth, who has 

been appointed as the deputy director of the Clipper Round the World Yacht 

Race. His visit to Lawhill was special for several reasons. Not only did he 

deliver an inspirational talk which had our students hanging on his every word 

for almost an hour, but it was a special reunion with his two former maritime 

educators and mentors, both of whom are part of our programme. Mr Brian 

Ingpen taught him maritime economics for grades 10 - 12 and Professor Dr 

Captain Ed Snyders was his maritime lecturer at CPUT (and someone he 

hadn’t seen in 15 years!). Thank you Dale for taking time to share your story -

we are certain you inspired one of our students just as you were inspired by 

others so many years ago! 



FROM LONDON
The London-based The Standard Club 

is a specialist marine and energy 

insurer and member of the International 

Group of Protection and Indemnity 

clubs. On Monday 16 November we 

had the honour of welcoming its Chief 

Executive, Mr Jeremy Grose, to Lawhill. 

The visit was arranged by his father, 

Vice Admiral Sir Alan Grose, a long 

time friend of Lawhill. 

We encourage our bursary sponsors 

to visit throughout the year and we 

were delighted to host Ms Shadi 

Montjane from Transnet National Port 

Authority visit and inspire us! 

JOHANNESBURG



VIP VISIT TO DP WORLD DUBAI

During our visit to the Seatrade Awards in Dubai, management at DP World 

Jebel Ali port very generously arranged for a private tour of the port, one of the 

busiest in the Middle East and the world.

A special thanks to Mr Nils Warner of Kanoo Shipping for facilitating the visit, as 

well as Mr Shehab Al Rahma for hosting us.  Thank you too to Mr Kaajal 

Mathrani and Ms Bernadette Dayani for their support.

Following their return to the school, Mrs Human and Mrs Owen shared their 

experiences and the many lessons learnt in Dubai with the rest of the staff and 

students. 



PAYING TRIBUTE
Our maritime students marked the 100th

anniversary of the end of WW1 with the 

ringing of the Lawhill hostel bell and by 

observing a minute’s silence.  We shall 

remember them. 

MORE DONATIONS
Thank you to Mr Von Holstein and 

Captain Phil Wade (Maritime 

Inspirations) for the additional medical 

supply items donated by MSOS 

(Medical Support Offshore) in Palma, 

Spain and to Mr Hamsher, our cycling 

sponsor, for the donation of clothing 

from London.



CURRENT STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Eleven Grade 10 and nine Grade 11 maritime students occupy the Top 9 

slots in the grade at Simon’s Town School.   We are particularly impressed 

with the very strong performances from our female students.  

We also had a 100 percent pass in Gr10 and Gr11 and the overall results are very pleasing… 24 of the 48 (ie 

50%) of the Gr10 and Gr11 boarders achieved a year end mark of 70 percent and above.



SEASON’S GREETINGS

Wishing all those who will be celebrating 

Christmas in a few weeks time, a very 

special Merry Christmas.  

And Happy 2019 to all our supporters…

You have given us so much this year… 

from donations, to funding, to wonderful 

memories and so, so much more.  

Thank you ….



THANK YOU …
Our programme continues to benefit from the support of a number of 

companies and individuals…  Thank you to the following who have supported 

us in 2018:

• CHAIRMAN, GOVERNING BODY AND PRINCIPAL OF SIMONS TOWN 

SCHOOL as well educators Mr Mostert and Mr and Mrs Mathieson who assist 

with hostel duties                       

• SAFMARINE, MAERSK GROUP/FOUNDATION - Major Sponsor since inception 

– 23 years - for their annual grant and mentoring support

• TK FOUNDATION - Building extensions, 2017 European trip sponsorship and 

funding for upgrades of Simons Town School’s Mathematics and Science 

classrooms)

• TRUSTEES: LAWHILL MARITIME EDUCATIONAL TRUST – Support and 

funding

• NAMPORT – Grant – Building enclosure and Bursaries

• SOUTH AFRICAN MARITIME SAFETY AUTHORITY (SAMSA) - Bursaries

• TRANSNET NATIONAL PORT AUTHORITY - Bursaries

• AMSOL - Mathematics Extra lesson funding/Mentoring/Bursary sponsorship

• BARLOWORLD POWER/SA SHIPYARDS – Bursaries

• DAY FAMILY – Scholarships

• MARINE INSPIRATIONS – Captain Phil Wade and Anthony Just  …../



THANK YOUs …. continued
• S.A.T.S. GENERAL BOTHA OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION - Mentoring, 

Bursaries, Sponsorships.  Additional thanks to bursary sponsors Richard 

Masters, Fairship, MDSol, Dockendale, Royal Cape Yacht Club, NSRI and 

other major contributors to the GBOBA BF, including all the golf day 

supporters and sponsors

• HAMSHER FAMILY & FRIENDS- Various Sponsorships/Cycling and Support

• HOWARD DAVIS FARM TRUST – Grant - 2017

• JOHAN AND KAREN SWART - Birthday Fund Sponsorship – 2015 -2018

• JEWISH MARITIME LEAGUE - Barney Sank Bursaries

• CAPTAINS KEITH PLETSCKE/ANNE TILL – Bursary

• LCL LOGISTICS – Bursary

• MARETEK/CAPTAIN KIERON COX – Donation of ECDIS software 

• MICA AND MARINA NAUMANN – Project support

• MUR SHIPPING – Internships

• MOLLER FAMILY – Grant

• MRS JULIE NEWALL and the late Mr PETER NEWALL – Grant and prizes

• SAILORS' HOME COMMITTEE - Grant /Special Project support

• FALSE BAY YACHT CLUB – Support, training and sponsorship

• CAPE COASTAL ROWING CLUB & SIZWE NDLOVU– Rowing equipment,

coaching etc …/



THANK YOUs…. continued
• BLS PORTCO - Bursaries

• COMMUNITY PROPERTY COMPANY - Bursaries

• SOCIETY FOR MASTER MARINERS (GBOBA BF) - Bursaries, Grant

• SOUTH AFRICA MARITIME TRAINING ACADEMY (SAMTRA) – Bursary, 

Courses, Experiential learning, Sailing training, Rowing support

• STURROCK GRINDROD MARITIME – Bursaries, Grant, Internships

• SUBTECH GROUP – Bursaries, TSIBA intern sponsorship

• MARINE CREW SERVICES – Bursaries, STS Golf Day Sponsorship

• MSC – Learnerships and donation of office stationery

• CIAMARI FAMILY, DAVID ABROMOWITZ AND FRIENDS – Support related to 

the acquisition of our yacht, Homero and the maintenance and repair thereof

• CALULO FOUNDATION – Bursaries

• LCL LOGISTICS – Bursary

• PAN AFRICAN CAPITAL HOLDINGS - Bursary

• FAMILIES OF CAPTAINS PAUL STAPLES, DAI DAVIES AND ROBERT 

PABST– Maritime Memorabilia

• SAIMENA – Donation

• SERVEST MARINE - Subsidised Transport support 

• Captain Nick SLOANE – financial support

• MOCS – donation of medical consumables



THANK YOUs continued ..

• PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL LINE – Grant/donation

• KIRSTENBOSCH ROTARY CLUB – Grant and sponsorship of attendance at 

Ernest Shackleton Dinner as well as support for prizes

• Mrs ELNA DE JAGER and Mr HUGH JAMES for extra mathematics and 

science instruction

• Captain IAIN PEDDLE for his seamanship and cargo stowage teachings 

throughout the term

• Members of the media - for publicity support

• ALEC SMITH – for pro-bono photography at the BBWP fundraiser

• SAIMI - Support

• Daryl Meyer (IT support) & Dorria Watt (Event support)

• DAVID BERMAN – Maritime Memorabilia

• MG CLUB - Donation

• Captain Tom Groot – Donation

• To all who showed care and concern for Captain Godfrey Schlemmer following 

his motor vehicle accident and subsequent surgeries

• AND LAST BUT NOT LEAST,  Professor JONATHAN JANSEN for his 

inspiration and support… 

... And each and every one who has helped us invest in a future 

maritime generation.   Your contribution is highly appreciated!



Feedback on this newsletter is always most welcome  –

please email info@lawhill.org

And don’t forget to visit our website  - www.lawhill.org

and social media platforms for regular news updates  @lawhillmaritime

DEC 2018

mailto:debbie@lawhill.org
http://www.lawhill.org/

