
Saturday, 6th October 2018. DAY 10 

Today we were picked up by Admiral Cem Gurdeniz in his car and driven out to Fenerbaçhi where 

we were due to have lunch with Mr Rahmi Koç. We were early so we drove along the shores of 

the Bosphoros where we saw various Consulates and Embassies as well as the Merchant Navy 

Academy. Property on the shore front is incredibly expensive so there are some nice hotels, 

apartment blocks and houses along the way.  

We again crossed into Asia over “Bridge #1” and fought the usual traffic all the way to our 

destination. We were still early so it was a great time for us to sit and listen to the stories of the 

Admiral who has been such an inspiration and help on this trip. He has organised most of our trips 

and adventures for which we will be eternally grateful. Without his support and guidance we would 

not have had nearly as good a trip and we owe him a lot. 

We were given a tour of the Marina by the Manager which was interesting as it is all bogged down 

by local politics and bureaucracy. It is a large marina with 1,500 berths.  

Lunch with Mr Rahmi Koç at the restaurant in the Marina was really nice and we had a brief photo 

shoot with him and the boys. He is an old friend and has given us tremendous support for this trip, 

and again we owe him a huge amount of gratitude. It was his Museum that was the initial 

inspiration for this trip so a very big thank you is in order. 

 

After lunch we went out sailing on a long boat with the Admiral which was a very unique  

experience. They are great boats and the boys got to pull some of the strings and generally 

get the feel of sailing on flat seas (offshore breeze) with a good wind. Great Sailing

  



 

We are now back at our digs in Koç University, the boys are having a quick nap before they will be 

picked up at 22.00hrs so as to be in good time for their direct flight on Turkish Airlines back to 

Cape Town. 

I am sure they will have some incredible stories to tell although it is so hard to explain all of this to 

anyone. Good luck guys! It has been a pleasure. 

Phil 

 

Footnote: 

Turkish Airlines overbooked the boys’ return flight so they had to spend two extra days in 

Turkey. Thank you to the Admiral for once again making sure the boys were 

accommodated and fed for the extra, unplanned and bonus, two days. 

We look forward to welcoming them back in SA on Wed 10th of October. 

Debbie Owen 

 

 


