
DAY 6 Tuesday – 2 October 2018 

We rented another car this morning and drove out to Kumport, one of three large container terminals side by side in 

Ambarli Bay, some 30 kms outside of Istanbul. We had a very warm welcome and were shown a video presentation 

of their operation which are really impressive.  

There is a restriction of 10,000 units allowed up the Bosphoros into the Black Sea so Kumport is the major transit 

port for the large container ships who discharge there for transhipment. Of course they also handle a large amount 

of cargo for Turkey itself. There are three competing companies side by side handling containers and the boys were 

amazed by the truck traffic and the amount of movement in every direction. It is a really vibrant area and there is 

movement going on in every direction at a fast pace. Very impressive. 

 



 

A very big thank you to Tuğba, Diana and the rest of the people at Kumport who gave us a magnificent tour and a 

very interesting Turkish lunch in the canteen. Really appreciated by us all and very interesting what you are doing. 

Thank you!! 

Our next visit was to West Istanbul Marina, a new development right next to the container terminals that we had 

just visited. We were met by Burçin who is the Harbour Manager who gave us an in depth tour of the Marina.  It is a 

huge development with housing all around and incredible facilities both for boat refits but also shoreside facilities 

for the yacht crews. They have a 700 ton travel lift, the largest in Turkey and impressive sheds for climate control 

painting and yacht maintenance work. A really great facility with a lot of potential and I for one will be spreading the 

word.  

 

 



 

When we finished our tour we were treated to a great banquet at one of the restaurants inside the Marine complex.  

A big Thank you must go to Burçin, Aleksandra, Elias and the rest of the team at WIN, a memorable experience. 

We had over an hour’s drive back into Istanbul so when we arrived the boys took off to their rooms for a good 

night’s sleep, well deserved. 

Cheers = Phil 


