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Edward Dale (Ed) Snyders was born in Leeuw-Gamka (previously Fraserburg Road), in 
the district of Beaufort West, on 13 May 1958.  
 
He completed his primary schooling at Garlandale Primary School in Athlone and 
matriculated from Wittebome High School, Wynberg, in 1975. He was elected and 
appointed Head Boy in his final year. In 1976, he enrolled for a B Sc at the University of 
the Western Cape with the intention of qualifying as a dentist. The national, tumultuous 
student uprising during this watershed year, together with general disillusionment with 
the then status quo, motivated Ed to seek a career “in exile”.  
 
South African Marine Corporation Limited (Safmarine) recruited their first cadet officers 
of colour in 1977, and Ed decided to enlist and embark on a short-term career in the 
merchant navy. At that juncture, the intention was to complete his dentistry studies once 
the country’s political fires had been extinguished. Sea-going life was extremely 
challenging, particularly in an all-white officer environment, during the height of the 
apartheid era. Ed completed his tour of duty with Safmarine in 1985, having served on a 
variety of vessel types transporting, goods to virtually every corner of the globe. Toward 
the end of his seagoing career he served as relieving Master (Captain) aboard the 
research vessels Africana and Algoa.  
 
He joined, the FET college sector (now Northlink College), as an academic, in 1986 and 
the Cape Peninisula University of Technology’s (CPUT) Department of Maritime Studies 
in 1996. In 2003, he was promoted to Head: Maritime Studies and Survival Centre, the 
first person of colour to occupy this prestigious and extremely challenging position at the 
university’s Granger Bay campus. In June 2008, Ed was promoted, via the university’s 
ad hominem promotions policy, to the rank of Associate Professor. He served on many 
university committees, boards and external evaluation panels and has formed invaluable 
linkages with maritime university’s abroad. He retired from CPUT on 30 June 2018 and 
joined Lawhill Maritime Centre on 1 July 2018. He is a member of, among others, the 
Nautical Institute and Society of Master Mariners, SA.  
 
Ed is passionate about Maritime Education and Training and the development of young 
South Africans, in a bid to reverse the high levels of unemployment. He was instrumental 
in the initiation, of among others, the Eastern Cape Maritime Awareness Programme 
(EC-MAP) in 2004 and the first dedicated Marine Engineering programme in 2007. 
During the same year he acquired the ex-inshore patrol vessel Patella, now renamed 
training vessel Fathom10, as a dedicated practical laboratory for deck and engineering 
cadets. He spearheaded the imminent implementation of the following professional 
degrees, approved by the Department of Higher Education, viz. the Bachelor of Nautical 
Science (BNautSc) and Bachelor of Marine Engineering (BMarEng), a first for Africa.  

 
He holds, among others, a Doctorate in Technology; Master’s in Post School Education 
(PSE); NHD: Maritime Studies, NHD: PSE, a Master Unlimited certificate of competence 
(CoC) and hopes that students/learners shall aspire to even greater heights and 
achievements. 
 

EDS full bio\20180716 


