
marine-service companies, in order to 
orientate their focus and potentially bring 
them into the international maritime fold.

From small beginnings, Marine 
Inspirations has now become a 
well-established and respected organisation, 
both in Spain and in South Africa. Wade 
explains: ‘The idea is to give these lads and 
young ladies a glimpse of what can be 
achieved in life, and to inspire them to 
greater things. When they leave us to go 
home to South Africa, they are changed 
people, who, in turn, are empowered to 
inspire their friends and families within 
their communities. We know that it is a 
life-changing experience for them, and 
hopefully one day they will become captains 
and engineers, or leaders both in the 
maritime industry and in their communities. 
This is a significant path forward and one 
important way to change South Africa for 
the better. 

‘We also seek to inspire wealthier people 
to participate in what we do, either by 

providing an hour or two of mentoring time, 
or by paying for and supporting part of our 
logistics costs. We much prefer to have 
supporting donations pass directly from the 
donor to the recipient; for instance, with 
supporters using their own travel agent to 
buy an air ticket. That way we do not 
directly handle the funds and the donor sees 
exactly where their money goes. A 
one-on-one inspiration.

‘Although there are only two of us 
involved in Marine Inspirations, someone 
once said: “If you think you are too small to 
make a difference, then you obviously have 
not spent a night trying to sleep with a 
mosquito in your room!”’

The first Marine Inspirations event was 
held in October 2014 for the newly 
conceived Ibiza Rendezvous Regatta. Two 
youngsters – Ronaldo Strauss from Luderitz, 
and Bradley Felix from the Eastern Cape 
(both students at Lawhill Maritime Centre 
in Simon’s Town) – were invited to sail 
aboard Just’s co-owned 1930 schooner 

Two South Africans abroad show how introducing youngsters to the maritime 
world can change their lives forever. By Phil Wade and Anthony Just 

PROSPECTIVE SAILORS
GET PERSPECTIVE

 Marine Inspirations is a 
mentoring initiative founded in 
Spain in 2014 by two South 

African former superyacht captains, 
Anthony Just and Phil Wade. Following 
adventurous and successful careers at sea 
since the late ‘70s, Wade and Just were 
fortunate to experience the rise of 
superyachting and the subsequent boom in 
the yachting industry during the late ‘80s 
and ‘90s, and both continue to be actively 
engaged in the maritime field internation-
ally. They have captained large sailing and 
motor yachts worldwide.

Wade and Just began Marine 
Inspirations in order to ‘send the elevator 
back down’ for less-advantaged youngsters 
in Southern Africa and elsewhere in the 
world who aspire to a career at sea in 
superyachting or in the maritime industry. 
Since October 2014, 39 young students have 
passed through the Marine Inspirations 
programme, most of them flying to Mallorca 
in Spain to undergo sail training and 
hands-on seamanship experience, and to 
visit a variety of superyachts, shipyards, and PH
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Aloha-J of Cariba. With the inaugural Ibiza 
Rendezvous Regatta proving such a great 
success, and with much recognition and 
endorsement from industry leaders and 
other yacht captains and crew, Just and 
Wade decided to repeat the process twice 
each year. Marine Inspirations became 
firmly established (although, sadly, the Ibiza 
Rendezvous was discontinued, so the 
October programme continued to focus on 
sail training, hands-on seamanship, and 
yacht and industry visits, without an 
adherent regatta event).

Each year since, between two and five 
youngsters have flown to Spain from South 
Africa to join in with the prestigious 
Superyacht Cup Palma in June or to 
undertake a maritime mentoring 
programme lasting for two weeks in 
October, both at sea and ashore. 

Superyacht racing all around the world has 
been growing rapidly. Yacht owners are 
purpose-building very large sailing yachts, 
often with the specific idea of competing in 

the various prestigious regattas around the 
globe. The youngsters that Marine 
Inspirations mentors generally range in age 
from 17 to 19 years, and are mostly studying for 
a career in the merchant navy. They are 
invited to Mallorca to enjoy hands-on sailing 
experience, become familiar with the other 
aspects of a career at sea, and to meet captains, 
crew, owners and other industry players.

One of the ways Marine Inspirations 
raises funds is by holding the Big Bottle of 
Wine Party (BBWP) each year. This started 
several years ago when Wade acquired a 
15-litre bottle of 2008 Cabernet Sauvignon 
and did not know what to do with it. He 
invited a bunch of friends around to his 
home in Mallorca to help him drink the 
wine, and raised some money on the night. 
He explains, ‘It was so much fun, we 
decided to do it every year. A local winemak-
er friend here in Mallorca kindly 
volunteered to refill the bottle, and thus the 
Big Bottle of Wine Party was started! Two 
years ago I was telling a friend of mine in 

Cape Town all about it and he said he had an 
even bigger bottle, a staggering 27 litres of 
Rust en Vrede, which he wanted to donate, 
so suddenly there we were organising the 
Cape Town version of the BBWP in 
December 2016. We were very kindly 
donated an incredible location, Ibis House 
in Constantia, and that party was another 
great success. We raised enough money to 
buy a 26ft L26 sailing boat, which is now 
named Homero in honour of the late 
husband of a major Marine Inspirations 
donor from Mallorca.

In December 2017, the Royal Cape Yacht 
Club (RCYC) hosted the BBWP, which was 
very well attended by more than 120 
supporters from the yachting and maritime 
community. Twenty-seven litres of superb red 
wine – mounted on the RCYC gun carriage – 
was kindly donated by Seymour Pritchard of 
Clos Malverne Estate in Stellenbosch. The 
RCYC provided a scrumptious dinner spread, 
and live music entertainment was provided 
through Player Inspire, an initiative that 
reaches out to aspiring young – possibly 
less-advantaged – guitarists. Legendary 
musos Tony Cox and Steve Newman (from 
Tananas fame) performed, and guitar 
supremo and songwriter Robin Auld made a 
guest appearance. The night was played out 
with a fine DJ presentation. With tremendous 
support from attending guests, over R100 000 
was raised from the auction for the Marine 
Inspirations initiatives through the General 
Botha Old Boys Bursary Fund, who support 
Lawhill Maritime Centre bursary students 
and Marine Inspirations mentoring trips.

Marine Inspirations did extremely well 
on the Spanish front too. In March 2017 they 

Anthony Just and Phil Wade with young 
sailors at the Superyacht Cup
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held the Mallorca BBWP at the Club de Mar 
Marina venue in Palma port. From the 
proceeds of this event and other generous 
donations, Marine Inspirations flew four 
Lawhill Maritime Centre students, and one 
student from the RCYC Sailing Academy 
from Cape Town to Palma de Mallorca to 
sail in the Superyacht Cup in June 2017. This 
was the third time Marine Inspirations had 
done this, and the participation in this 
prestigious international event was a great 
success. The previous year they had invited 
three students to this regatta, and to 
everyone’s pleasure each one of the students 
was offered a berth on what turned out to be 
a winning yacht, either in ‘class’ or ‘overall’. 
(Quite an eye-opener for these youngsters 
who grew up in the townships of South 
Africa, and who have never travelled very 
far or even been on an aeroplane, let alone 
out of the country!)

The second Marine Inspirations visit to 
Spain in 2017 was during the October school 
holidays, and five students flew over for two 
weeks, including Aubrey Sosibo, a Lawhill 
old boy and currently a school teacher in 
Clermont township, KwaZulu-Natal. This 
was one of Marine Inspirations’ best trips 
ever. (See sidebar)

Sailing is unique as far as education is 
concerned – it provides hands-on practical 
experience and nurtures teamwork, 
leadership and competitiveness; all the 
while providing fun and promoting a 
healthy lifestyle. This is why it has become 
so popular for companies to send employees 

A ONCE-IN-A-LIFE-
TIME EXPERIENCE

This is the letter Aubrey Sosibo wrote 
about his October 2017 trip to Spain.

I hope everybody is doing well. I am not 
sure how I feel, as I wasn’t ready to come 
back. I arrived safely in Durban, and was 
welcomed by a huge storm (which clearly 
was a sign that I should have stayed a bit 

longer in Palma with its amazing 
weather). But, back to business! 

I honestly don’t even know where to begin 
thanking you all for offering me such a 
wonderfully amazing opportunity to be 

part of the programme and enjoy the 
lovely lifetime experiences. What I saw in 
Palma was completely new to me and so 

mindblowing! I learnt so many new things 
every day. When I came back to school, the 

principal asked me what I had brought 
back from Spain. Without hesitation, I 

answered: ‘I came back with a lot of knowl-
edge and a completely new mindset.’ I not 

only benefitted from the tours to the 
yachts, yards, and companies, but just 

being in Palma for the two weeks, living 
and dining with you and the conversations 

we had, all made me a better person.
As I always say, these opportunities don’t 
only benefit those who experience them; 
they go a long way in inspiring our circles 
of friends, colleagues and communities. I 
gave a short presentation to my students, 
and you should have seen the excitement, 

restoration of hope and motivation in 
their eyes. I am slowly trying to show 

them that there is more to life out there 
than the shacks they live in currently and 
communities surrounded by poverty. This 

made a difference! (Previously they had 
told me that I am such a horrible teacher 

for not taking them with.)
All in all, words will really never be 

enough to express my gratitude. Thank 
you for your time, money and effort – 

from the planning of the trip to the last 
drop-off at the airport. I also go with the 

#FIRST OF MANY!
If there is any way I can help in the future, 

I am more than willing to do so.

M Y  S T O R Y

on sailing days, as they have discovered how 
rich and motivating the experience can be. 
The team at Marine Inspirations extends 
this concept to less-privileged youngsters, 
and the results over the past four years 
speak for themselves – the world of sailing 
can transform lives and attitudes and those 
who attend the sailing events return from 
Mallorca full of enthusiasm and 
self-confidence. 

Visit Marine Inspirations at 
marineinspirations.org, follow them on 
Facebook and Twitter, or email anthony@
marineinspirations.org 
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