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Twenty-seven year old Nicole Gouvias (Class of 

2007) has made Simon’s Town School history by 

becoming our first female alumnus to obtain the 

internationally-recognised Masters Certificate of 

Competency (Unlimited), the qualification which 

permits her to command a ship of any size.  

She is among a handful of women in South Africa to 

successfully obtain this qualification, and we are 

immensely proud of her achievement.

Nicole is currently serving as Chief Navigation 

Officer onboard Maersk and Safmarine vessels. 

Safmarine, the anchor sponsor of our maritime 

programme, has been a part of Nicole’s maritime 

journey since her cadetship.

This is a proud moment for Nicole,  

and indeed for Lawhill. 

We congratulate her warmly. 

Read more on  www.lawhill.org!

MEET OUR 

FIRST 

FEMALE 

MASTER 

MARINER!

http://www.lawhill.org/


MASTER OF SHIPPING LAW
Nomkhita Mbele (Class of 2001), recently 

obtained her Masters Degree in Shipping 

Law from the University of Cape Town.

Nomkhita has always been a top student.  

She excelled at Simon’s Town School and in 

her maritime studies at CPUT before joining 

Smit Amandla Marine (now AMSOL) where 

she rose through the ranks to Commercial 

Manager.  She then moved to the Subtech 

Group in Durban where she occupies the 

role of Marine Manager.  In addition, she 

was recently appointed as Business 

Development Manager for Fendercare’s 

business in South Africa.

Nomkhita is also a board member of the 

SATS GBOBA Bursary Fund.

MORE PAST STUDENT ACHIEVERS  …..



PAULETTE 

MASWANGANYI

Paulette Maswanganyi (Class of 2009) 

recently joined Marine Crew Services 

as Training & Development Manager.

An accomplished seafarer, she has 

served on tankers, an offshore patrol 

vessel, the SA Agulhas 1 and a general 

cargo vessel.

She has successfully completed the 

academic component for Mates and 

Masters, accumulating sufficient 

seagoing experience as an officer to 

meet the requirements for Chief Mate 

(Unlimited). 

Her most recent tour of duty was 

serving as Designated On Board 

Training Officer. 



HOMERO, OUR YACHT, IS SEAWORTHY!

After almost a year of hard work and maintenance and support from many 

quarters, we are delighted to announce that our training yacht, Homero, has 

received her certificate of seaworthiness from SAMSA. 

Thank you to all those – including our students – who contributed to this 

achievement.

Special thanks to our volunteer sailing instructors, Mr Wayne Beatty, Mr 

Greg Moss (SAMTRA), Ms Lindsay Oberholzer and Mr Andrew MacKenzie, 

as well as False Bay Yacht Club, False Bay Marina, Captains Phil Wade 

and Anthony Just and the S.A.T.S General Botha Bursary Fund.  We 

couldn’t have reached this milestone without you!



BBWP MARCH 2018
Marine Inspirations – the maritime mentoring 

organisation which donated Homero to Lawhill –

held a very successful fundraising event, the 5th

BBWP, in Palma in March.  

It was the biggest and best ever according to co-

organiser, Captain Phil Wade, with more than 145 

people attending the event.

Money raised will be used to provide opportunities 

to deserving youth in the maritime industry.

NEXT UP - BBWP CAPE TOWN ….



BBWP CAPE TOWN 2018 – TERTIARY BURSARY FUNDRAISER

If you were unable to join us for the BBWP in December last year, please 

remember to diarise this year’s event.

The event will once again be hosted at the Royal Cape Yacht Club 

Date:  Friday, November 30 

Theme: Mexican… so get your sombreros and ponchos ready!

PS: We are hoping to obtain 

sponsorship for the catering, drinks 

and décor so more funds are 

available for bursaries for Lawhill’s 

deserving students. Please contact 

info@lawhill.org if you are keen to 

assist and we will put you in touch 

with the organisers.

mailto:info@lawhill.org


SAFMARINE AFRICA LEADERSHIP TEAM VISIT …
Safmarine’s Africa Leadership Team visit in March was a highlight for many reasons –

the first being the opportunity to meet and interact with shipping executives from across 

the continent and the second, enjoying the Dunkin Donut treats personally bought by 

Safmarine Southern Africa MD, Dirk Hoffmann! 

The smiles and the thumbs-ups say it all!



… AND MENTORSHIP WORKSHOP
In addition to supporting our programme with an annual grant, Safmarine decided 

three years ago to provide additional mentorship support to our students. What began 

as an individual mentoring programme for five students has expanded to include a 

full-day workshop for over 20 students. The workshop, run by Nigel Hartman of the 

Competence Lab, focuses on personal development and soft skills such as conflict 

resolution, emotional intelligence and decision making.  Thank you Safmarine for 

sponsoring this important skills development programme!



CAPE TOWN CYCLE TOUR 2018

Participating in the world’s largest individually 

timed cycle event is always a highlight for our 

students.  

Thank you once again to Mark Hamsher and 

family for your generous sponsorship of our 

team – and to Safmarine for the supporter        

T- Shirts! 

OUT AND ABOUT…



WINNING OUR 

FIRST ROWING 

REGATTA!

In March the Lawhill Boys 

Rowing A Team won its first 

regatta.  Thank you to the 

Cape Coastal Rowing 

Club mentors and coaches 

for making it possible!  

With more boarders keen to 

join our rowing activities, we 

would be most grateful to 

anyone who is able to 

provide sponsorship for the 

purchase of additional 

boats.
Email info@lawhill.org for more 

details and a proposal document. 

mailto:info@lawhill.org


SAIMENA GOLF DAY

We are also most grateful to the 

organisers of the SAIMENA Golf 

day for choosing the Lawhill 

programme as a beneficiary for 

funds raised at their annual golf 

day held on the 9 March!

A big thank you too to Keith Wetmore, 

owner of Yacht Boaz, for inviting us to 

join their Oceans Ambassador and 

‘plastic-free oceans awareness' drive. 

Please show your support on 

https://www.yachtboaz.co.za/

SUPPORT PLASTIC 

FREE OCEANS



GBOBA NSRI
The NSRI has teamed up with one 

of our bursary sponsors, the 

S.A.T.S. General Botha Old Boys 

Association Bursary Fund (GBOBA 

BF) to host students at rescue 

bases and offer a practical training 

programme which is sponsored by 

the South African International 

Maritime Institute (SAIMI). The 

NSRI have also provided two Gr10 

study bursaries this year.MEMORIAL 

SERVICE 
It was an honour to have our 

GBOBA maritime students (past 

and present) once again attend the 

annual memorial service organised 

by the General Botha Old Boys 

Association.



IN STUDIO WITH 

CAPE TALK

We were recently invited by Cape 

Talk presenter Pippa Hudson to 

join India’s All-Female Around 

The World sailing team in studio. 

What an inspiration those 

seafarers were!

Last term we had the pleasure of 

welcoming the PROBUS Groote 

Schuur club to Lawhill as well as 47 

senior students from Edgemead High 

who came to came to find out about 

the nautical side of life. 

VISITS



In March we spent an interesting few hours with Dylan Campbell and Litha Sokutu from the Social 

Literacy Conversation (SLC).  The SLC is a research company that consults with corporates and 

schools on how to foster more inclusive organisations. Using a variety of research methods, SLC 

provides 'social literacy' training on how to understand the complex, unspoken social and cultural 

dynamics of diverse employees, and equips management with a toolkit to implement practical 

mechanisms so as to become a self aware 'smart organisation’.

The SLC visited Lawhill as part of an NSRI-related project.  They interviewed a ‘sample’ group of 

Lawhill students to determine how much visibility NSRI had in the imagination of the students 

before they joined Lawhill, what the students thought the NSRI did and also to obtain their views 

on volunteerism. The SCL say the students’ answers helped shed light on key elements the NSRI 

needs to work on perception-wise.

Should any of our supporters wish to have more information on the SLC, please visit their website at slcassociates.org or e-mail them at 

info@slcassociates.org

SHARING THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS

http://slcassociates.org/
http://info@slcassociates.org


WELCOMING NEW BURSARY 

STUDENTS TO LAWHILL

A number of bursary sponsors and mentors 

visited Lawhill to welcome our new bursary 

students.  

These included Ms Terry Leisegang and Ms 

Clare Gomes from AMSOL and Ms 

Madichaba Nhlumayo from Pan African 

Capital Holdings and Mandy McGuire from 

Subtech. Other special visitors were Mr 

Dumisani Ntuli of the Department of 

Transport, Dr Cleeve Robertson of the 

NSRI and Mr Carl Uys of Bowline Security.



UNC KENAN-

FLAGLER MBAs
We were also honoured to host 

another visit from the MBA students 

of the University of California’s 

Kenan-Flagler Business School 

during March.  This was followed by 

an invitation to join the MBAs for a 

talk by Mr Christo Brand, the prison 

warder of former President Nelson 

Mandela. 



CURRENT STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Maritime students feature prominently in the top 10 positions in Grades 10 

to 12 in Simon’s Town School



CURRENT STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Congratulations to Grade 12 maritime students Mihle Makosonke 

(C. Sean Day Scholar) and Lubaqa Ngongoma (Pletschke/Till 

Bursary holder) on being appointed deputy headboy and deputy 

headgirl at Simon’s Town School



MORE PAST STUDENT NEWS….

Our two ‘shower inventors’, Bokamoso Molale and 

Thami Hoza (Class of 2016) continue to pursue their 

entrepreneurial dreams despite their busy study 

schedules.  

You can support their venture by pre-ordering their 

energy and water saving invention, the Hot Nozzle, on 

http://www.hotnozzle.net/.  

Please also follow their progress on Facebook by 

liking https://www.facebook.com/HotNozzle/

 Bokomoso, in addition to being a second year medical student, is 

also co-owner of a company called Custom Medical Supplies, 

supplier of medical equipment to UCT medical students. 

 Thami, the only South African to be chosen as a GLOBAL TEEN 

for 2018, has already travelled to India and the USA this year. 

The US trip was particularly special as it provided an opportunity 

to meet his bursary funder, Mr Sean Day, for the first time.  In a 

few months time he will travel to the UK to receive the Queen’s 

Young Leader Award which recognises young leaders in different 

fields trying to help create change.  

http://www.hotnozzle.net/


MORE PAST STUDENT NEWS

We are proud of our past students who continue to do well – and grateful to those 

who visit and/or update us on their achievements. These include:

 Siphelele Ncube (Class of 2017, TNPA bursary holder) who is currently studying at 

CPUT on an AMSOL bursary. He achieved full house distinctions in his recent exams.

 Katlego Makgato (Class of 2017, TNPA bursary holder) who is currently completing an 

internship with MUR Shipping – and flying the Lawhill flag very high while doing so!

 AMSOL tertiary bursary recipient, Talisha Chetty (Class of 2015, GBOBA BF bursary 

holder), who returned from a trip to Antarctica and shared her experiences with maritime 

students at the end of March.  

 Sesethu Twalo (Class of 2015), a SAMSA sponsored student both at Lawhill and CPUT, 

who has successfully completed his studies to S4 level.



MORE PAST STUDENT NEWS….

It was wonderful to have Damian Lamb (Class 

of 2015) return to Lawhill to share his current 

academic successes at False Bay College and 

his growing passion for yacht design and boat 

building. 

We are expecting big things from this 

wonderful, young man! 

Another rising star is Faye Kula (Class of 

2012). She recently joined Diamond Shipping 

as a trainee. She has completed her S1 and 

S2 Maritime Studies at CPUT.

We would love more updates from 

past students so please do get in 

touch with us!



FAREWELL DEAR FRIENDS

It was with great sadness that we learnt of 

the passing of two very special members of 

the Lawhill donor family.

Peter Newall:  Mr Newall, one of our generous 

individual donors, passed away after a short illness. 

We will miss his visits to Lawhill and wish to express 

our sincere condolences to his wife Julie and 

members of their family.  Read more about this 

remarkable man and his interest in matters maritime 

on http://www.lawhill.org/tribute-to-mr-peter-newall/

Charity Bodiba: We first met Ms Bodiba in 2015 

when she visited Lawhill to meet the new SAMSA 

sponsored grade 10 bursary students (she is 

pictured here with one of the 2016 Grade 10 

students, Sinazo Viti, who is currently in Grade 12).  

We greatly appreciated the interest she took in the 

students and wish to express our sincere 

condolences to her family.

http://www.lawhill.org/tribute-to-mr-peter-newall/


THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO MAKE ALL

THIS POSSIBLE…

Our programme continues to benefit from the support of a number of 

companies and individuals…  Thank you to:

• CHAIRMAN, GOVERNING BODY AND PRINCIPAL OF SIMONS TOWN 

SCHOOL as well educators Mr Mostert and Mr (and Mrs) Mathieson who assist 

with hostel duties                       

• SAFMARINE, MAERSK GROUP/FOUNDATION - Major Sponsor since inception 

– 23 years - for their annual grant and mentoring support

• TK FOUNDATION - Building extensions, 2017 European trip sponsorship and 

funding for upgrades of Simons Town School’s Mathematics and Science 

classrooms)

• NAMPORT – Grant – Building enclosure and Bursaries

• SOUTH AFRICAN MARITIME SAFETY AUTHORITY (SAMSA) - Bursaries

• TRANSNET NATIONAL PORT AUTHORITY - Bursaries

• AMSOL - Mathematics Extra lesson funding/Mentoring/Bursary

• BARLOWORLD POWER – Bursaries

• BLS PORTCO - Bursaries

• COMMUNITY PROPERTY COMPANY - Bursaries

• DAY FAMILY – Scholarships

• MARINE INSPIRATIONS – Captain Phil Wade and Anthony Just  …../



THANK YOUs …. continued
• S.A.T.S. GENERAL BOTHA OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION - Mentoring, 

Bursaries, Sponsorships.  Additional thanks to bursary sponsors Richard 

Masters, Fairship, MDSol, Dockendale, Royal Cape Yacht Club, NSRI and 

other major contributors to the GBOBA BF, including all the golf day 

supporters and sponsors

• HAMSHER FAMILY & FRIENDS- Various Sponsorships/Cycling and Support

• HOWARD DAVIS FARM TRUST – Grant - 2017

• JOHAN AND KAREN SWART - Birthday Fund Sponsorship – 2015 -2018

• JEWISH MARITIME LEAGUE - Barney Sank Bursaries

• CAPTAINS KEITH PLETSCKE/ANNE TILL – Bursary

• LCL LOGISTICS – Bursary

• MARETEK/CAPTAIN KIERON COX – Donation of ECDIS software 

• MICA AND MARINA NAUMANN – Project support

• MUR SHIPPING – Internships

• MOLLER FAMILY – Grant

• The Late PETER NEWALL AND JULIE NEWALL – Grant and prizes

• SAILORS' HOME COMMITTEE - Grant /Special Project support

• FALSE BAY YACHT CLUB – Support, training and sponsorship

• CAPE COASTAL ROWING CLUB & SIZWE NDLOVU– Rowing equipment,

coaching etc



THANK YOUs…. continued
• SOCIETY FOR MASTER MARINERS (PART OF GBOBA) - Bursaries, Grant

• SOUTH AFRICA MARITIME TRAINING ACADEMY (SAMTRA) – Bursary, 

Courses, Experiential learning, Sailing training, Rowing support

• STURROCK GRINDROD MARITIME – Bursaries, Grant, Internships

• SUBTECH GROUP – Bursaries

• MARINE CREW SERVICES – Bursaries

• MSC – Learnerships

• TRUSTEES: LAWHILL MARITIME EDUCATIONAL TRUST – Support and 

funding

• CIAMARI FAMILY, DAVID ABROMOWITZ AND FRIENDS – Support related to 

the acquisition of the new L26 yacht for Lawhill’s new hands-on sailing 

programme and maintenance and repair thereof

• CALULO FOUNDATION - Bursaries

• LCL LOGISTICS – Bursary

• PAN AFRICAN CAPITAL HOLDINGS - Bursaries

• FAMILIES OF CAPTAINS PAUL STAPLES, DAI DAVIES AND ROBERT 

PABST– Maritime Memorabilia

• SAIMENA – Donation

• SERVEST MARINE - Subsidised Transport support 



THANK YOUs continued ..

• CAPTAIN NICK SLOANE – Financial support  

• PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL LINE – Grant

• RAUBICON – Grant

• KIRSTENBOSCH ROTARY CLUB - Grant

• Mrs ELNA DE JAGER and Mr HUGH JAMES for extra mathematics and 

science instruction

• Captain IAIN PEDDLE for his seamanship and cargo stowage teachings 

throughout the term

• Members of the media - for publicity support

• ROD ELLIOTT for photographs of sailing ships

• SAIMI – PROF MALEK POURZANJANI, MS YVETTE DE KLERK - Support

• Daryl Meyer (IT support) & Dave Estment (Technical advice and support)

• DAVID BERMAN – for the recent donation of his amazing maritime 

collection stretching back decades

• AND LAST BUT NOT LEAST,  Professor JONATHAN JANSEN for his 

inspiration and support…

... And each and every one who has helped us

invest in a future maritime generation.   

Your contribution is highly appreciated!



Feedback on this newsletter is always most 

welcome  – please email info@lawhill.org

www.lawhill.org

Don’t forget to visit our website and social 

media platforms for regular news updates  

@lawhillmaritime

February 2018 - April 2018

mailto:debbie@lawhill.org
http://www.lawhill.org/

