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OFFICIAL OPENING
Lawhill’s building extensions - funded by the TK Foundation - were 

officially opened at the end of March.  The extensions include an 

electronic navigation classroom, a marine sciences classroom, additional 

boarding facilities and a ship’s library, amongst others.  

Western Cape Premier, Helen Zille and TK Foundation’s Heather Cooper 

were among the guests of honour at the opening.  

More pictures on the pages that follow!



From left to right, clockwise:  The new accommodation, the Marine Sciences classroom, 

the Electronic Navigation classroom and the Ship’s Library.  Visit www.lawhill.org for full 

details on the new facilities.



Our heartfelt thanks to all who attended the event. These include our guest speakers, 

Premier Zille, Ms Heather Cooper, Mrs Jean Human, Padre Galant (who blessed the 

facilities), Lawhill Alumnus Aubrey Sosibo.  Thank you too to Lawhill students Siphelele 

Ncube, Bohlale Motsieloa and Katlego Makgato who addressed the gathering - and last 

but by no means least, our fantastic choir!





Two days after our opening 

ceremony, Lawhill Alumnus, 

Aubrey Sosibo (Class of 2012) 

graduated with distinction from 

the Cape Peninsula University of 

Technology.

He received the Dean’s Medal 

from CPUT’s Engineering 

Faculty having achieved 

distinctions in all subjects. 

Aubrey, whose home is in 

Cleremont Township in Durban, 

joined Lawhill on a TNPA bursary 

in 2010.

He flew his mom down for his 

graduation and we were 

delighted to spend time with her 

and to share Aubrey’s delight at 

the awarding of this medal!  We 

are proud beyond words!



A DOUBLE 

CELEBRATION! –

HAPPY 70TH

MR INGPEN!

The opening event also 

provided the ideal opportunity 

to host a surprise 70th birthday 

party for our maritime 

economics educator and former 

Lawhill head, Brian Ingpen -

and to thank him for the 

enormous contribution he has 

made to the growth of Lawhill.  

His son, Graeme Ingpen, 

handed over a special book 

containing messages and 

photos from well-wishers 

around the world.



BEYOND THE CLASSROOM EXPERIENCES



TRIP ON SA 

AGULHAS II
Ten of our Grade 11 and 12 

female maritime students were 

given the opportunity to spend a 

night sailing on the SA Agulhas II 

from Cape Town to Simon’s 

Town, and what a fantastic 

opportunity it was!

A huge thank you to AMSOL and 

the Department of 

Environmental Affairs for 

arranging for us to go onboard 

for this wonderful learning 

experience!  Among the officers 

onboard were two former Lawhill 

students, Lindani Dladla and 

Kyle Booysen.
(More photos on the next page and the full 

album on the Lawhill Facebook page)







This year’s Cape Town Cycle Tour was cancelled 

due to galeforce winds but that didn’t stop the 

Lawhill cycling team from taking on the famous 

Suikerbossie hill!  

A few weeks prior to the Cycle Tour, Lawhill

athletes participated in the Discovery Duathlon –

their first ever duathlon – and finished in first place 

in the school’s challenge!  Thank you to 

Worldsport and Discovery for sponsoring our 

participation in the event, as well as transport and 

refreshments!  And thank you to the Hamsher 

Family for their support of our cycling team!



AT SAMIC2017 
Three of our PE-based Grade 

12 students, Vuyiswa Ndidwa, 

Olwethu Maneli and Luyolo

Koni, joined Lawhill Head, 

Debbie Owen, for the two day 

SAMIC2017 maritime 

conference held in April.

Our sincere thanks to SAMIC 

for sponsoring our attendance 

at the event.  

Our students were the only 

scholars at the event, which 

provided a valuable 

opportunity to meet 

Government officials and key 

industry players.



NEW BURSARY SPONSORS

We are delighted to welcome The 

Community Property Company, LCL 

Logistics, Royal Cape Yacht Club and 

Barloworld Power onboard as new 

student bursary sponsors.  The Lawhill

boarding capacity increased from 54 to 

62 this year and these new bursary 

sponsors have made it possible for us to 

accommodate the additional students.  

Thank you too to our existing bursary 

sponsors for their ongoing support. 



2017 marks the 22nd year of Safmarine’s support.  It was an honour to join 

Safmarine – our anchor sponsor – in celebrating this milestone when we 

attended their annual customer event where the students met members of 

the Safmarine Global Leadership Team and key customers.



A DREAM COME TRUE!

A visit to the Far East and a tour of the region’s ports has been on the ‘bucket list’ of 

our maritime economics educator Mr Brian Ingpen for some time.  Thank you to the 

Teekay Corporation for making that wish come true.  Mr Ingpen was invited by 

Teekay to attend the launch of the new LNG Carrier Torben Spirit.  Pictured with Mr 

Ingpen in the shipyard in Busan is Ms Susan Karlshoej, daughter of the founder of 

Teekay, the late Torben Karlshoej.  Ms Karlshoej is also the CEO of the TK 

Foundation.



REMEMBERING THE MENDI

Lawhill students participated in two events to commemorate the 100th

anniversary of the sinking of the SS Mendi, South Africa’s largest 

maritime disaster.  A tree was planted at Lawhill in memory of the 614 

lives lost.



The S.A.T.S General Botha Old Boys Bursary students also attended the 

official memorial held at UCT. Thank you to the GBOBA and the Gunners 

Association for the invitation.



GB OLD BOYS REUNION VISIT

It was a pleasure to host the S.A.T.S 

General Botha Old Boys 

Association’s 50th reunion group and 

to show them our new facilities. 

Graduates of that year include a 

number of long-time Lawhill

supporters. These include Hugh 

James (our extra science instructor), 

Simon Pearson and Sean Day, who 

unfortunately could not travel to 

South Africa to attend the event.

Thank you for your ongoing interest 

in Lawhill!



GB MEMORIAL

Lawhill past and current students also attended the annual memorial 

held in March. They are pictured in front of the memorial with members 

of the S.A.T.S General Botha Old Boys Association.



ROWING STRONG

The Lawhill rowing team has gone 

from strength to strength thanks 

to the hard work, dedication and 

coaching of the committed 

members of the Cape Coastal 

Rowing Club. 

At the end of March, the team 

participated in its first regatta and 

our hostel parents, Mr and Mrs 

Visser, were on hand to support! 



SPREADING THE WORD

Thank you to cybersecurity company,  

Bowline Security, for inviting Lawhill head 

Debbie Owen to visit Harding Secondary 

School in rural Kwazulu Natal. The purpose 

of the visit was to inspire students to 

consider a career in the maritime industry. 

Lawhill is hoping two of this year’s top Grade 

9 students will join our programme in 2018. 



STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
The maritime students once again featured prominently in the 

Top 10

Term 1 students at Simon’s Town School!



THANK YOU

Our programme continues to benefit from the support of a 

number of companies and individuals, among them those 

who have provided (or committed to) donations, grants, 

scholarships and bursaries in 2017.  Thank you to:

• CHAIRMAN, GOVERNING BODY AND PRINCIPAL- Support

• SAFMARINE(MAERSK GROUP) - Major Sponsor since 

inception – 22 years 

• TK FOUNDATION - Lawhill Maritime Centre Project/Building 

extensions

• AMSOL  - Grant

• BARLOWORLD POWER - Bursary

• COMMUNITY PROPERTY COMPANY - Bursary

• DAY FAMILY- Scholarships

• FALSE BAY YACHT CLUB - Support and sponsorship

• CAPE COASTAL ROWING CLUB – Rowing support

(continued../)



THANK YOU

• GENERAL BOTHA OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION - Mentoring, 

Bursaries, Sponsorships.  Additional thanks to bursary 

sponsors Richard Masters, MDSol, Dockendale, Royal Cape 

Yacht Club and other major contributors to the GBOBA

• HAMSHER FAMILY & FRIENDS- Various 

Sponsorships/Cycling/Support

• HOWARD DAVIS FARM TRUST - Grant

• JOHAN AND KAREN SWART - Birthday Fund Sponsorship

• JEWISH MARITIME LEAGUE - Barney Sank Bursary

• CAPTAINS KEITH PLETSCKE/ANNE TILL – Bursary

• LCL LOGISTICS – Bursary

• MARETEK/CAPTAIN KIERON COX – Donation of ECDIS 

software 

• MOLLER FAMILY – Grant

• SAILORS' HOME COMMITTEE - Grant 

• SERVEST MARINE - Subsidised Transport

(continued../)



THANK YOU

• SOCIETY FOR MASTER MARINERS (PART OF GBOBA) -

Bursaries, Grant

• SOUTH AFRICA MARITIME TRAINING ACADEMY 

(SAMTRA) – Bursaries, Courses

• SOUTH AFRICAN MARITIME SAFETY AUTHORITY 

(SAMSA) - Bursaries

• STURROCK GRINDROD MARITIME – Bursaries, Grant

• SUBTECH GROUP – Bursaries (Tertiary for 2017)

• TRANSNET NATIONAL PORT AUTHORITY - Bursaries

• TRUSTEES: LAWHILL MARITIME EDUCATIONAL TRUST –

Support and funding

• DAVID ABROMOWITZ AND FRIENDS – Support related to 

the acquisition of the new L26 yacht for Lawhill’s new hands-

on sailing programme

• FAMILIES OF CAPTAINS PAUL STAPLES, DAI DAVIES AND 

ROBERT PABST– Maritime Memorabilia

(continued../)



THANK YOU

• SAMIC – For conference attendance

• Mrs Elna de Jager and Mr Hugh James for extra mathematics 

and science instruction

• Captain Iain Peddle for his seamanship and cargo stowage 

teachings throughout the term

• Members of the media, including Bobby Jordan (Sunday 

Times), Joy Orlek and Liesl Venter (FTW), Karen Kotze (FB 

Echo) and various radio stations - for publicity support

• Anthony Bradford (For use of gazebo for our opening event)

• AV Direct (Sound and Lighting – opening event)

• Halden Krog (photography)

• Daryl Meyer (IT support/installation of new equipment)

.. each and every one who has helped us

invest in a future maritime generation.   
Your contribution is highly appreciated!



STAY IN TOUCH!

Do visit our social 

media platforms to stay 

in touch.  

Feedback on this 

newsletter and 

suggestions are also 

most welcome  – please 

email 

debbie@lawhill.org

www.lawhill.org

@lawhillmaritime

mailto:debbie@lawhill.org

