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NEWS UPDATE FOR LAWHILL SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS 

Term Two - 2015 

LATEST NEWS …. 

Lawhill’s Gershwyn Poole, Sushmita Nowases and Levonia Arendse to spend 

their July holiday in Israel, courtesy of the Jewish Maritime League 

Lawhill’s Gershwyn Poole, Sushmita Nowases and 

Levonia Arendse will be spending part of their July 

holidays at the Sea Scouts of Israel Summer Camp in 

Akko, Israel. This follows their selection for the Jewish 

Maritime League’s (JML) Sailing Together 2015 

programme which aims to empower youth through 

sailing.  The three Grade 11 Lawhill students will be 

joined by seven other high school students 

from Herzlia and the Cape Town Torah Academy. This is the second time that Lawhill 

students have been selected for the JML programme. Our sincere thanks to the JML’s 

Bertie Phillips (pictured far left), Ivor Sindler, Alvin Kushner, Mark Jennings, Jodi 

Goldberg, Danielle Matchette and all those who assisted in making this trip possible for 

the Lawhill trio.   

 … AND A RECAP OF THE HIGHLIGHTS OF TERM 2 

 Marine Inspirations – June 2015  

 

Grade 11 students Archie Leeu and Thami Hoza returned from Spain at the end of 

June following their participation in the 2015 Maritime Inspirations programme where 

they joined Captain Jonathan Kline and crew aboard the luxurious Perini Navi 38m 

superyacht ‘P2’ for the duration of the Palma Superyacht Cup regatta.  They also spent 

three days at the highly-regarded ‘Astilleros de Mallorca’ shipyard where they gained 

hands-on experience and an understanding of the daily tasks performed in this dynamic 

environment.   
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Thank you to Captains Anthony Just and Phil Wade, who spearhead the Marine 

Inspirations programme, and Trevor Simpson, David Just and the General Botha 

Old Boys Association for their local support.  More about the trip and those who made 

it possible on http://www.lawhill.org/sailing-in-spain/ 

 GBOBBF Brunch and Field Trip 

The General Botha Old Boys Association’s 'Tale of Two Ships' Brunch, held at Lawhill on 

Saturday 18 April, was a wonderful success and we thank all those – parents, students, 

General Botha Old Boys Association members and members of the industry – who 

supported the event.  The brunch proved to be a great opportunity for parents to meet 

members of the General Botha Old Boys Bursary Fund (and vice versa) as well as 

introduce the work of the Fund to interested members of the maritime industry.  Read 

more about the event on http://www.lawhill.org/tale-of-two-ships-brunch-18-april-2015/ 

 

We also wish to thank Captains Tony Nicholas and Ian Fishley – two former ship’s 

officers and General Botha Old Boys Association (GBOBA) mentors - for arranging a field 

trip to the Greenpoint Lighthouse and Cape Town harbour for the Grade 10 and 11 

GBOBA bursary holders. The harbour tour with Servest was the first time a few of the 

Grade 10s had an opportunity to experience life on the water! 

 

 

 Visit to SA Agulhas II with SMIT Amandla Marine 

A group of Lawhill students had the opportunity to visit the Department of Environmental 

Affairs Open Day, held on Saturday, 13 June, thanks to the support of SMIT Amandla 

Marine. The students thoroughly enjoyed the tour onboard SA Agulhas II, the South 

African icebreaking polar supply and research ship. 

 

http://www.lawhill.org/sailing-in-spain/
http://www.lawhill.org/tale-of-two-ships-brunch-18-april-2015/
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• Transnet National Port Authority visits 

On May 21, Lawhill and TNPA management in Saldanha Bay visited four West Coast high 

schools to introduce Grade 9 learners at these schools to the Maritime Studies 

curriculum and to give interested learners from the West Coast the opportunity to apply 

for Lawhill bursaries for 2016. 

Thank you to Transnet Saldanha Bay Management, Ms Blanche Manuel (Human Resources 

Manager), Ms Bukiwe Gomo (Customer Relations/Corporate Affairs Manager),  Mr Willem Roux 

(Port Manager) and Captain Quenton Brink (Port Captain) for their support of our visit, which was 

prompted by an earlier visit to Lawhill by Ms Gomo and the Louwville school’s headmaster, Mr Emil 

Petrus.    

 

We also had the pleasure of hosting members of the TNPA Cape Town CSI Committee 

at Lawhill on Friday 29 May. Transnet currently provides bursaries to 19 students and 

these students were given the opportunity to personally thank the TNPA CSI executives 

for 'investing in a future maritime generation.' 

  

 

• Lwandle Career Talk and Ocean Sampling Day  

Marine environmental services company, Lwandle, addressed Lawhill students on 22 

April to introduce them to the career opportunities in the marine environment and 

oceanography sector. This was followed by an opportunity for four students to 

participate in an ocean sampling day on Sunday 21 June.  A great opportunity to 

experience something new and to have a taste of an interesting career! 
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 Captain Freddie Ligthelm  

Captain Freddie Ligthelm was our guest speaker on 

Wednesday, 3 June. The former Master of SA Agulhas II 

delivered a fascinating and very visual presentation on 

his 20 year career, including his involvement in the 

building of SA Agulhas II. We thank him for sharing his 

time and expertise with us! 

 Hamsher family quiz 

The Hamsher family hosted the much-anticipated Lawhill general knowledge quiz in May. 

The quiz was followed by a truly 'magical' show as young Sebastian Hamsher enthralled 

us with his many card and rope tricks. We thank them for making our Saturday 

afternoon such an extra special one! 

 

 Personal growth and self-confidence workshop 

Our Lawhill boarders were given a special treat on the Monday 27 April public holiday 

when seasoned trainer Len Stevens and his colleague, Terry Marsh, conducted a one-

day personal growth workshop. The spotlight was on self-confidence and unleashing 

hidden potential (and there's a lot of that at Lawhill!).  We thank them for an engaging 

and inspiring morning! 

 

 Dr Kopana Mabaso 

Our students were left motivated and inspired by Dr 

Kopana Mabaso’s visit to Lawhill in May.  Dr Mabaso 

is a Rhodes Scholar, Doctoral Student at Oxford 

(where she currently resides), published author, 

founder of the Transitions Foundation and wife and 

mother.  She shared her journey from Mamelodi 

township to studying at one of the world's top 

Universities as well as her desire to be a 'doctor of 

society' and to make a difference in education and the public health sector. We thank her 

and her baby daughter, Laone, for their visit and look forward to welcoming them back. 
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Group visits  

  

Lawhill hosted several groups this term, including those from PROBUS Pinelands Club, 

the Silvermine Village and the Cape Town Branch of the World Ships Society.  We thank 

them for their support!  (Visit our Facebook page to see more photos from these and other visits!) 

PAST STUDENT NEWS 

Congratulations to Musa Mbakaza (28) on becoming Lawhill’s 

fourth former student to obtain his internationally-recognised 

Master’s Certificate of Competency (Unlimited), the 

qualification which permits him to command a ship of any 

size.  Musa is currently serving as Chief Officer on board 

Safmarine containerships within the A.P Moller-Maersk Group.  

A further two former Lawhill students are expected to obtain their Master’s certificates in 

2015. 

MORE THANK YOUS 

 Safmarine has been a loyal Lawhill supporter from the word go (20 years ago!) 

and in April, Fiona Tod and Maria Webster visited Lawhill to conduct interviews 

for an article to be published in Safmarine’s Navigator magazine. We thank 

Safmarine for its ongoing interest in our programme and for giving us the 

opportunity to share our story! 

 Master Salvor, Captain Nick Sloane, who addressed more than 100 members 

of the Lord Charles Ladies Club (LCLC) on 27 May, very kindly and generously 

nominated Lawhill as the beneficiary for the 'speaker fee donation' made by the 

Club. Our heartfelt thanks to Captain Sloane, his wife Sandra and the Committee 

of the LCLC for their donation. 

 Thank you once again to SMIT AMANDLA Marine and Raubicon for sponsoring 

the extra mathematics and science lessons which are being provided by Messers 

Bill van Rÿswÿck and Hugh James.  Thank you too to master mariner, 

Captain Iain Peddle for his seamanship and cargo stowage teachings 

throughout the term. 

And, last but by not means least, thank you to 

Dave Marrs and the members of the Cape 

Coastal Rowing Club for introducing the Lawhill 

students to rowing this term!  

 

The Lawhill Maritime Centre team  

 


