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TERM ONE - 2015  

NEWS UPDATE FOR LAWHILL SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS 

Some of the many highlights of an activity-filled first term! 

 

OUR ‘NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK’  

Here they are …. 

The ‘new kids on the Lawhill block’ – 14 of 

the 17 enthusiastic new Grade 10 students 

pictured upon their arrival at Lawhill at the 

beginning of the year!  

What a pleasure it’s been to welcome the 

11 new boys and six new girls into our 

hostel.  We are pleased to report that all 

have settled in well! 

AN EVENING WITH NICK SLOANE 

Tickets were snapped up for our ‘Evening with Nick Sloane’ fundraising event in March 

and the Lawhill Maritime Centre packed to capacity as more than 180 seats were filled 

for this much-anticipated event.      

Captain Sloane’s account of the salvaging of the Costa Concordia – a mammoth 

undertaking – was not only informative, but highly entertaining. We thank him for 

donating his time and for providing such an interesting account of the salvaging 

operation. His expert knowledge, humility and sense of humour made for a most 

memorable evening. 
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MARINE INSPIRATIONS’ BIG BOTTLE FUNDRAISER 

This year, four Lawhill students will be given 

the opportunity to participate in sailing 

regattas in Spain, all thanks to the support 

of the Marine Inspirations initiative 

championed by Captains Phil Wade and 

Anthony Just (pictured left and far left). 

Fundraising for this sponsorship kicked off in 

January with the Big Bottle auction. We 

thank Captains Wade and Just and their 

guests for their support.    

 

The two Lawhill students who will participate in the July 2015 regatta will be selected in April 2015. 

 

Earlier this year, Bradley Felix and Ronaldo Strauss, the 

Grade 11 (now Grade 12) students who were selected to 

participate in the Marine Inspirations Ibiza Regatta in October 

2014, were elected the Simon’s Town School’s Head and Deputy 

Head Boy for 2015.   

 

PARTICIPATING IN A WORLD-CLASS SPORTING 

EVENT 

The participation of 15 Lawhill students and three 

staff members in this year’s Cape Town Cycle Tour – 

the world’s largest individually timed cycling event – 

was once again made possible by the generous 

support of our cycling sponsor, Mark Hamsher, and 

his family.    Our thanks to the Hamsher family for 

providing bicycles, new cycling kit, permits for safe 

pre-event cycle training in the Cape Point Nature 

Reserve as well as regular refreshments and all-round 

encouragement and support.  

While the students enjoyed the big race on Sunday 8 March, it seems the post-race 

pizzas and swim in the Hamsher pool were even more of a hit!   And, of course, a big 

thank you to Nils Hansen of Woodstock Cycles for his generous help and time spent in 

preparing the bicycles for the event. 

Fun at the Safmarine Power Zone… 

Because the route of this year’s Cycle Tour was shortened (a change which meant there 

would be no official Lawhill Cycle Tour Supporters Party in Simon’s Town), we were most 

grateful to Maria Webster and the team at Safmarine for inviting some of our Grade 

12 students to  join the Safmarine ‘Power Zone’ situated along the M3 Blue Route 

motorway.   A good time was had by all, as these photos clearly show! 

 



Term 1 – 2015 – page 3 
 

    

 

LEARNING FROM TRIPLE E MASTER CAPTAIN STUART MCALLISTER 

We were honoured to have Captain Stuart McAllister share his career journey with us 

- a journey which has taken him from a small, mountain village in the middle of Scotland 

to Master of one of the largest container vessels in the world.  

It was particularly interesting to hear how the capacity of vessels has increased over the 

years. He related how when he became Master of the Big Whites, the Safmarine 

containerships could carry seven times the capacity of the company's non-container 

ships. Today, the Maersk Triple E containerships have more than seven times the 

capacity of the Big Whites - which, in his own words, makes him captain of 50 ships! 

 

 

 

‘BEYOND THE CLASSROOM’ LEARNING EXPERIENCES 

Our ‘beyond the classroom’ learning experiences during the first term included: 

 

 A Grade 11 visit to the Germany Navy supply ship, Berlin 
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 A Grade 12 visit to the Nautic Africa Shipyard, arranged by Captain Anne Myers 

 

 

 A trip to Saldanha Bay for the General Botha Old Boys Bursary Fund (GBOBBF) 

bursary holders (Grade 10-12)  

Thank you to Fairship's Allan Vermaak and his team for arranging the visit and to 

Captain Tony Nicholas for accompanying the group, as well as to Transnet National 

Port Authority Saldanha Bay for their arrangements.   In addition to this trip, the 

General Botha Old Boys’ Bursary Fund also arranged visits to SAMSA (for eye tests), 

to Smit Amandla Marine (to visit the SA Agulhas) and to the offices of Shepstone and 

Wylie, amongst others.  

  

 

 Our thanks to Informa Events, organisers of the inaugural African Manning 

and Crewing conference held in March, for giving us the opportunity to attend 

the conference and present an overview of Lawhill to delegates from across the 

world.  

 

 

 

We also had the pleasure of welcoming Captain Navin Passey, MD of Wallem Ship 

Management (India) Pvt and Captain Hemraj Shetty, Crewing Director of Seaspan - in 

town to attend the African Manning conference (www.africanmanning.com) – to Lawhill.  

We thank them for taking the time to visit us. 

http://www.africanmanning.com/
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PAST STUDENT NEWS 

At the beginning of the first term we celebrated the achievement of 

Lawhill’s third Master.  Rolf Siebold-Berry - who graduated from 

Lawhill in 2003 - obtained his internationally-recognised Master’s 

Certificate of Competency (Unlimited), the qualification that permits 

him to command a ship of any size.   After serving in tankers and 

aboard the polar supply vessel, SA Agulhas, Rolf was Second Officer 

aboard a 126m megayacht for four years during which time he 

circumnavigated the world and travelled to a variety of interesting 

places.  His Master’s qualification now paves the way for him to 

achieve his ambition of commanding one of the world’s large 

Superyachts. 

Also expected to obtain his Master’s Certificate soon is Martin van As (Class of 2006), 

who is currently serving as Second Officer onboard Safmarine container vessels to West 

Africa.     

Martin (below left, in the red shirt) is pictured with Doctor Dlamini (Class of 2010) who 

received his marine engineers Certificate of Competency in March.  We’re also pleased 

and proud to hear how well past students, Second Mate Ainsley Oliver (pictured third 

left with current student, Khaya Delihlazo), Second Mate Tyrone Campbell and cadets 

Thando Jobela and Prince Makha, are doing in ther chosen careers.  

 

 

THANK YOUS 

Thank you to 

Transnet and 

SAMSA for your 

visits during the 

first term.  We 

appreciate your 

interest and 

interaction with 

our students. 

To Smit Amandla Marine and Raubicon, thank you for sponsoring extra maths and 

science lessons which are being provided by Messers Bill van Rÿswÿck and Hugh 

James, both former ship’s officers and General Botha Old Boys.   

We also appreciate the additional maths and science support provided by the General 

Botha Old Boys Bursary Fund for their bursars. 
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Once again, thank you to our ‘Birthday Fund’ sponsors, Johan Swart and Professor 

John Hare, for their support. Some of the funds were used to host a Valentines cake 

icing competition (see below, far left), which was a huge success! 

 

 

 

We also wish to thank Len Hinkel (above, centre) for the wooden chess and Chinese 

Checker boards he made for our Maritime Studies students and to Captain Bill and Mrs 

Rice (above, far right) for donating a copy of a book entitled ‘South African Naval and 

Maritime Badges and Insignia’ which was published recently by their son, Alex Rice.  

 

 

And, last but not least, thank you to the General Botha Old Boys Committee 

members for inviting Lawhill to participate in the Annual Service of Remembrance in 

honour of the cadets of the SATS General Botha who gave up their lives in the service of 

their country. 

 

Thank you once again for your support during Term 1! 

The Lawhill Maritime Centre team  

 


