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Fishing, Oil and Gas sectors critical
during lockdown
Since the commencement of the national lockdown on 27 March 2020, the Port of Mossel Bay has
played a critical role in the provision of essential services – with special emphasis on the fishing and oil
and gas sectors.

Fishing operations, which form part of

Mossel Bay Port Manager, Shadrack

and passion of departments such as the

Break Bulk commodities at the port, are

Tshikalange, said, “The handling of

among South Africa’s critical business

vessels during this period and at level

office of the Harbour Master, Marine,

continuity services aimed at ensuring

five not only indicates the level of

food security for all citizens.

confidence that vessel and cargo owners

The port’s performance is in line with
its value proposition, which is focused
on meeting customer demand with
exceptional performance as it serves the
petroleum, fishing and tourism industries

and other role players have in the port’s
capabilities, but also indicates the port’s
commitment towards ensuring that the
South African economy survives the
COVID-19 pandemic.”

Finance, Operations, SHE, Procurement
and Security, as well as our customers
and stakeholders who provided
overwhelming support,” he added.
The Port of Mossel Bay will continue
to monitor national guidelines closely
to ensure the best practices are
applied to maintain a safe, secure, and

in support of sustained economic

“Continued operations during the

development in one of the most pristine

lockdown could not have been achieved

uninterrupted operation throughout the

environments in Africa.

without the selflessness, commitment

duration of this global crisis.
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Port of Cape Town workboat
contract awarded
TNPA has awarded Veecraft Marine

The more powerful workboats are

the contract to design, manufacture

expected to improve the port’s ability

and assemble two new diesel-powered

to maintain marine operations during

workboats by 2022 to boost marine

challenging weather conditions and will

operations at the Port of Cape Town. The

assist in providing a range of services

contract is valued at R85 million.

including small to medium-sized craft
pilotage into the port, towing of vessels,
lashing up next to dead ships and
conventional escort operations.
Plans for construction of the two new
19.5 m vessels from Veecraft Marine,
a subsidiary of Paramount Maritime,
include manufacturing with 60 percent
local content, a 7.25 m beam, fixedpitched propellers and twin rudders,
offering 15t bollard pull (short tonsforce). The engines on the new workboats
will be approximately 20 percent more
powerful and the bollard pull will be 80
percent greater as a result of advanced
propeller and rudder designs.
Cape Town Port Manager, Mpumi DwebaKwetana, said acquiring these new
workboats will help to reduce vessel
service delays and the overall efficiency

Model of the new diesel-powered workboats to be constructed.

and competitiveness of the port.

Port boats deployed for rescue op
Tug boat Merlot and pilot boat Avocet, of
the Port of Saldanha, were deployed to
assist with rescuing the Harvest Krotoa,
after the fishing vessel ran aground
on Vondelingeiland Rocks in Plankies
Bay recently. Thanks to the combined
efforts of Port of Saldanha mariners and
the NSRI, the vessel was successfully
docked alongside the Sea Harvest Jetty
in Saldanha Bay. Avocet Skipper, Martin
Gouws as well as Tug Master, Milton De
Bruin and their teams are commended
for working with the NSRI to ensure that
the rescue operation was successful and
incident-free.
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Mossel Bay ship repair generating jobs

The Cape Vidal vessel underwent repairs during its two week stay at Port of Mossel Bay.

A steady flow of work at the Port of Mossel Bay’s ship repair facility is helping to create much-needed jobs in the region as the country
battles growing job losses due to Covid-19 and the national lockdown. This follows the May re-opening of ship repair facilities when
South Africa progressed to Level 3 of its risk adjusted strategy to re-open the economy.
The slipway – which primarily serves the fishing industry – services an average of two vessels per month with a minimum duration of one
week per vessel, creating on average 20 downstream jobs per vessel. Typical jobs created per repair include welders, painters, scaffolders
and mechanical and engineering services. In the 2019/20 financial year, approximately 240 jobs were created for the benefit of Mossel
Bay community members who are appropriately skilled as per the requirements of each vessel.
The port’s slipway enables loading and off-loading of vessels as well as vessel repairs. In addition, smaller vessels from St Francis Bay
including fibre glass vessels from the Chokka Industry use the slipway on a regular basis. The port itself also depends on the slipway from
a marine perspective. Where engineering and external hull repair services are required for the port’s Artic Tern workboat and the Snipe
launch boat, the port makes use of specialised external service providers in order to ensure that we contribute towards the creation
of jobs in our region. The sourcing of material required in order to constantly maintain the vessels, is also done through local service
providers.
Plans are also in the pipeline to rehabilitate the facility and almost triple its capacity within the next three years. Port of Mossel Bay
Port Manager, Shadrack Tshikalange, said: “The slipway is of significant importance for the region because the Port of Mossel Bay
is historically known as a fishing port. Industry players like Seavuna, Viking Fishing, Afro Fishing and smaller fishermen from local
communities help to create sustainable jobs within the port for the Mossel Bay community.”
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New Saldanha crude oil terminal
commissioned during lockdown

TNPA at the Port of Saldanha led the marine operation of
safely and skilfully navigating into the port Oiltanking MOGS
Saldanha (RF) (Pty) Ltd’s (OTMS) very first tanker vessel, MT
Sonangol Cabinda. The vessel, on its maiden call to the port
in April, brought in approximately 143,000 cbm (900,000
barrels) of crude oil as part of the commissioning of OTMS’s
new crude oil terminal in Saldanha.

on duty to provide critical services during the COVID-19
national lockdown. He added:

The new crude oil terminal is situated outside the boundary
of the port and adjacent to the Strategic Fuel Fund (SFF)
premises. It is a state-of-the-art facility complying with the
highest safety and environmental standards. The terminal
is equipped to blend crude oil and has been connected to an
existing jetty which can accommodate vessels up to VLCC
(Very Large Crude Carrier) in size. OTMS will use the existing
infrastructure which includes the crude-oil jetty and pipeline
to transport its product to and from the facility.

The first phase of the terminal comprises nine tanks with a
total storage capacity of 1.6 million cbm (9.9 million barrels)
which will be brought into operation in phases, with the final
phase expected to be completed in the 3rd quarter of 2020.

Saldanha Port Manager, Vernal Jones, praised the efforts of
the Port of Saldanha’s essential frontline teams for being

Stakeholders unite to
address CTCT congestion
Active participation by stakeholders in the Port of Cape Town
bi-weekly meetings is ensuring that congestion challenges and
delays at the port’s container terminal are being addressed in a
time of COVID-19.

“The new crude oil terminal has the potential to develop
Saldanha into a major international crude oil storage,
blending and transhipment centre, supported by the
Port of Saldanha’s strategic location, port capacity and
infrastructure,” he said.

According to OTMS, depending on the developments in
the crude oil market, the terminal has the potential to be
expanded with three further tanks of 175,000 cbm (1.1
million barrels) each for which an investment decision still
has to be taken. This possible expansion would bring the
total capacity of the terminal to 2.1 million cbm (13.2 million
barrels) of storage capacity.

Ease of Doing Business Forum, SAASOA, the Ship Repairers
Association, Western Cape Exporters Club, Truckers for Unity and
the Port Liaison Forum. Sharing of information, ideas and resources
has not only helped normalise operations, but is helping to shape
future plans to reduce congestion and improve productivity.

Regular updates are provided by terminal operators, including
Transnet Port Terminals Cape Town Container and Multi-Purpose
Terminals, FPT, Astron Energy, Burgan Cape Terminals and FFS
Refiners.
Other participants include shipping line operations - Evergreen, PIL
Shipping Line, OAC,CMACGM and DAL. Industry bodies and forums
also provide regular input, such asthe Western Cape government’s

Vessels waiting for a berth in June 2020.
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Port telecoms network gets smart
The Port of Mossel Bay underwent a

establishing world-class ‘Smart People’s

from analogue to digital and modernised

multimillion-rand network upgrade

Ports’.

our telecoms infrastructure to

earlier this year as part of a wider
programme to cater for growing demand
at the port.

Mossel Bay Port Manager, Shadrack
Tshikalange, said the immediate
benefits of the project include

accommodate the use of Voice over
Internet Protocol (VoIP). There were
also upgrades to our audio-visual and
video conferencing facilities, as well as

Independent telecommunications

greater network stability and speed,

company, Liquid Telecom, was

minimal maintenance and cost savings

appointed by TNPA to upgrade the

of between 40 to 60 percent. “To

port’s communications infrastructure

ensure that we can deliver a globally

Testing and commissioning were

and better align it with TNPA’s vision of

competitive smart port, we migrated

expected to take place at the end of May.

our server room, security building, civil
workshop and our Quay 4 offices.”

Cormorant tug
returns safely

after repair

The Cormorant Tug, currently deployed at
the Port of Saldanha, recently underwent
a routine maintenance operation at
the Port of Cape Town dry dock. The
team who made the 63 nautical mile
journey, led by Tug Master Abdel Fattah,
immediately went to work upon arrival
and assisted with docking a laden VLCC
Tanker with a draft of 18m that called at
the Port of Saldanha.
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TNPA’s Lawhill matrics deliver promising results
It may be a turbulent year but TNPA grade 12 bursary holders

Grade 10 learner, Cleo Giewelaar from Oudtshoorn said lockdown

at Simon's Town School's Lawhill Maritime Centre have

has taught him the value of time. “At the start of lockdown, I

produced promising results in the first term of the academic

would do nothing for the entire day, but I then decided to work

year, with three of the four learners earning top 10 spots.

hard every day, because hard work pays off,” he said.

The learners, Oyisa Langa, Somila Tshambu, Buhle Zondani and

Durban’s Mbalenhle Mkhize, also in grade 10 said, “My first year

Afika Mvelakubi are continuing with the syllabus and are well on

in the maritime programme began with lots of dreams until the

their way to successfully completing their matric year, despite

pandemic came and everything seemed to be going down the

the challenges posed by the Covid-19 pandemic.

drain. But learning under lockdown was a good idea to keep

At present, the Simon’s Town School is open for day learning.
However, lockdown level-3 prevents grades 10 and 11 learners
who board at the school’s hostel from returning to campus.

us on track with all the school work, even though it came with
responsibility such as time management, which was a hard thing
for me as a teenager,” she said.

These learners have been equipped with digital devices and data,

This year, Lawhill celebrates its 25th year of operation.

enabling them to participate in classes and receive their study

Since 1995, the school has served as an excellent vehicle for

material remotely.

developing the future leaders in the maritime industry with
the support of role-players such as TNPA. TNPA’s bursary
programme enables promising high school learners to study their
grades 10, 11, and 12 at Lawhill Maritime Centre.
“TNPA has had a long term relationship with the Lawhill
Maritime Centre and continues to provide the opportunity
for disadvantaged young people to venture into careers in
the maritime industry,” said Cape Town Port Manager, Mpumi
Dweba-Kwetana. “We understand that these learners are under
immense pressure to do well and the unfortunate circumstances
make it even tougher, but they are smart and dedicated. We are
therefore confident that they will complete the year with good
results.”
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Nelson Mandela International day commemorated
It is customary for TNPA to commemorate Nelson Mandela

Tshikalange made special mention of frontline workers, who are

International Day with several initiatives and programmes

the hope of the nation. “Thank you to all front liners who have

annually. As South Africa heads for the peak of the COVID-19

sacrificed time with their families to provide essential services

pandemic, the Port of Mossel Bay’s re-strategised approach for

during this difficult period. We salute you for continuing to have a

2020 still ensured that surrounding communities benefitted

positive mind-set and being the backbone of our community and

from its commemorative activities, which included donations of

country.” he said.

food parcels, masks and sanitisers.
On 28 July 2020, the port responded to the global call to support
frontline healthcare workers by donating 3000 surgical masks
and 225 litres of hand sanitiser to three Mossel Bay community
healthcare facilities namely, Eyethu, Asla and Alma clinics.
A donation of 40 food parcels was made to families in need in
and around Kwa-Nonqaba in partnership with an NPO known as
the Kwa-Nonqaba Meals on Wheels Community Service and the
Department of Social Development on 31 July 2020.
“We would not be able to achieve all our operational and
customer service excellence targets without the community’s
support. It is through the achievement of these milestones
that we can play our role as a responsible corporate citizen by
responding to the burdens of our immediate community. There
is no better time to take #ACTIONAGAINSTPOVERTY than a
time like this, when the globe commemorates Nelson Mandela
International Day and battles a pandemic,” he said.

Port of Mossel Bay Port Manager Shadrack Tshikalange with
Dr Jaco Botma, Medical Manager: Mossel Bay Sub-District.

Chairperson of the Kwa-Nonqaba Community Service Zingisile Hobongwana and Port of Mossel Bay Port Manager Shadrack Tshikalange.
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