
Day 2.    Friday 28th 

A bit of a slow start today as we had to go downtown and rent a car so did not get going until 10.30. Driving in 

Istanbul, a first time for me has been fun to say the least!  

We drove out of town across the bridge, leaving Europe and entering Asia, which the boys found unique. Team effort 

with the navigation app eventually got us to the Koç workshops where the artefacts and stuff for the museums are 

restored. Most of the items are nautical but there are also plenty of other things of interest and we were given a 

magnificent tour by an absolutely wonderful lady, Serra Kanyak. 

 



 

 It is a huge warehouse, approximately 8,000 square meters and 40 people are employed full time doing restoration 

work on everything from giant engines, right down to minute dolls or toys. One craftsman spends all his time 

repairing ancient kilims (carpets), 

 

 Another does all the wood carvings. The is a massive steam locomotive that they are just starting to restore while a 

close sister of this one has just been completed and sent to the Rahmi Koç museum  

.  

There are three floors and there are machine shops, carpenters, painters and experts in all fields, a truly amazing 

place with literally thousands and thousands of pieces in every nook and cranny. Our heads were spinning! 



We were treated to lunch in their canteen, eating typical Turkish food and tasting numerous bits of patisserie from 

their factory next door.  

We left there at 15.00 hrs and drove to Setur Marina to visit the DAK SAR Voluntary Lifeboat Institute. This is similar 

to NSRI in South Africa and the RNLI in the UK which had donated two boats to them when they first started. We 

were welcomed with open arms by the staff led by Serpil Ḉam. They spent a lot of time with us and we did a tour of 

the bay in two of their ribs, zooming around at 25 knots which the boys loved of course. 

 

 

 

 

 



We chatted with the team and had a knot tying lesson  

 

 

After all this we were treated to a very nice dinner on a long table with 11 of us, again eating some Turkish treats 

new to us foreigners!  A very hospitable team at DAK SAR and a big thank you is due to them. 

It was a long drive home, in the dark, with masses of traffic so it took us an hour and half to make it back to our 

rooms at the University, arriving at 21.00hrs, a long and happy day. 

 


